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Connect with SALTISE | Connectez avec SALTISE 

Internet connexion for the conference days:

Find us on Facebook:  
Retrouvez-nous sur Facebook 

www.facebook.com/SALTISE/

Join us on Linkedin:  
Retrouvez-nous sur Linkedin 
https://www.linkedin.com/

company/saltise/

Check us out on YouTube 
Retrouvez-nous sur Youtube 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCHMPP0rG7ZQdPb68s8NF-bg

Visit our website at: 
Visitez notre site web:  

www.saltise.ca

NETWORK / RÉSEAU: 

ETS-Invites
USERNAME / USAGER :

wifi-even@etsmtl.ca
PASSWORD / MOT DE PASSE: 

Eve-Ets!!

http://www.saltise.ca
http://www.saltise.ca
http://www.facebook.com/SALTISE/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHMPP0rG7ZQdPb68s8NF-bg
https://www.linkedin.com/company/saltise/?viewAsMember=true
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EVENTS WILL BE HELD AT: 

École de technologie supérieure (ÉTS)

Conference sessions 

Pavillon E

1220, rue Notre-Dame Ouest (corner of Murray) 
Montréal QC  H3C 1K5

Keynotes

Pavillon A

1100, rue Notre-Dame Ouest (corner of Peel) 
Montreal QC H3C 1K3

For more information - https://www.etsmtl.ca/

VISITOR PARKING
ÉTS visitor parking as follows:

Pavillon A: William Street entrance: Visitor parking 
is available after 5 p.m. on weekdays and all day on 
weekends

Pavillon B: Jean-D’Estrées Street entrance, visitor 
parking is available 24/7

Pavillon E: Eleanor Street entrance, visitor parking 
is available 24/7

Pavillon A, B, and E have indoor parking. You can 
obtain a parking permit for cars, motorcycles, and 
bikes

For more parking information -  
https://www.etsmtl.ca/en/contact/parking

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
ÉTS is located close (about a five-minute walk) to 
the Bonaventure and Lucien-Lallier metro stations 
(orange line) and Montréal’s Gare Centrale train 
station. 

There are several bus lines that serve the 
Bonaventure and Lucien-Lallier metro stations. For 
bus lines visit www.stm.info

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION
In addition to nearby BIXI stations, there are 124 
outdoor bike racks available around ÉTS.

Location of Events | Lieu des événements

Registration  |  Inscription  

•	 June 1st (Mon) and June 2nd (Tues)

•	 Location: Pavillon E

•	 Time: from 8h00 to 9h00

Conference Sessions  |  Séances de la conférence 

•	 June 1st (Mon) and June 2nd (Tues)

•	 Location: Pavillon E  (see schedule for room assignments)

•	 Time: from 9h00 to 16h15

Poster Presentation Sessions 
Séances de présentation d’affiches 

•	 June 2nd (Tues)

•	 Location: Pavillon E, 2nd floor  

•	 Time: From 12h45 to 13h30

Keynote Speakers  |  Conférenciers principaux  

•	 June 1st (Mon) - Welcome & Keynote

•	 Location: Auditorium Pavillon A-1600

•	 Time: 10h30 to 12h15

•	 June 2nd (Tues) - 2nd Keynote

•	 Location: Auditorium Pavillon A-1600

•	 Time: 10h30 to 12h00

Refreshment Breaks  |  Pauses- rafraîchissements 

•	 June 1st (Mon) and June 2nd (Tues) 

•	 Location: Pavillon E   

•	 Time: from 8h00  to 9h00

•	 Time: from 10h15 to 10h30

•	 Time: from 14h45 to 15h00 (2:45 to 3:00) 

Award and Fellows Recognition Ceremony 
Cérémonie de remise des prix et de reconnaissance des Fellows

•	 June 2nd (Tues)

•	 Location: Salon du diplomé, Pavillon E-2020 + Atrium

•	 Time: 16h15 to 17h30 (4:15 - 5:30)

SALTISE Conference Venue | Lieu de la conférence SALTISE 

https://www.etsmtl.ca/
https://www.etsmtl.ca/en/contact/parking
http://www.stm.info


SALTISE 2026	 CO-CREATING CHANGE:  
15TH ANNUAL PROGRAM 	 COLLABORATION, COURAGE, AND CARE IN EDUCATION4

Map | Carte - École de technologie supérieure ÉTS

•	 Pavillon A - 100 Notre-Dame Ouest (corner of Peel) - Keynotes - Auditorium A-1600

•	 Pavillon E - 1220 Notre-Dame Ouest (corner of Murray)  - Conference sessions

Other ÉTS buildings 

•	 Pavillon B - 1111 Notre-Dame Street Ouest (corner of Notre-Dame and Peel)

•	 Ancien Planétarium - 1000 Saint-Jacques Street

•	 Pavillon D - Pavillon des clubs - 1219 William Street

•	 Pavillon F - Under construction 
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1.	 Street entrance (main)

2.	 Cafeteria

3.	 Elevators and stairs to 
A-1600

4.	 Towards Pavillon E

Pavillon A - 1600
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1.	 Street entrance

2.	 Registration 

3.	 Poster sessions 

4.	 Conference sessions

5.	 Refreshments 

6.	 Awards Ceremony and 
Fellows Recognition 

7.	 Elevators and stairs

Pavillon E - 2nd Floor 

Pavillon E - 
4th Floor 

1.	 Conference sessions

2.	 Elevators and stairs
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About SALTISE
SALTISE - SUPPORTING ACTIVE LEARNING & TECHNOLOGICAL 
INNOVATION IN STUDIES OF EDUCATION is a professional learning 
community made up of educators from institutions within the Greater 
Montreal area and beyond. Our community of post-secondary instruc-
tors, educational researchers, educational/faculty developers and 
instructional designers are brought together because of our shared 
goals of advancing evidence-based pedagogies and educational tech-
nologies to promote deeper learning, which in turn closes achieve-
ment gaps, supports academic success and perseverance through the 
post-secondary levels.

SALTISE owes our development and expansion to the financial 
support of the Entente Canada-Québec (ECQ), funded through the 
Ministre de l’Éducation et de l’Enseignement supérieur.  We continue 
to support our diverse membership through resource development, 
knowledge mobilization innovations and community-based efforts. 
Our ever-improving website (www.saltise.ca) consists of hundreds of 
resources and tools that support the implementation of instructional 
innovations and offers a venue for our community to make connections 
and engage in conversations around topics of educational research and 
practice. And of course, the SALTISE annual conference hosts national 
and international scholars and practitioners, providing opportuni-
ties for experts to learn and share best practices in the area of active 
learning pedagogy and the use of technology. To learn more, go to  
www.saltise.ca/about/about-us

À propos de SALTISE
SALTISE - SUPPORTING ACTIVE LEARNING & 
TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION IN STUDIES OF EDUCATION 
(SOUTENIR L’APPRENTISSAGE ACTIF ET L’INNOVATION 
TECHNOPÉDAGOGIQUE PAR LA RECHERCHE EN ÉDUCATION) 
est une communauté d’apprentissage professionnelle composée 
d’éducateurs provenant d’établissements d’enseignement supérieurs 
originaires de la grande région de Montréal ainsi que d’autres régions 
du Québec. Notre communauté, qui regroupe des enseignants 
du postsecondaire, des chercheurs en éducation, des conseillers 
pédagogiques et des concepteurs pédagogiques, est réunie autour 
d’objectifs communs : faire progresser des pédagogies fondées sur des 
données probantes et des technologies éducatives afin de favoriser un 
apprentissage plus approfondi. Cela contribue à réduire les écarts de 
réussite, à soutenir la réussite scolaire et à favoriser la persévérance aux 
études postsecondaires. 

SALTISE doit sa création et son développement à une subvention 
d’Entente Canada-Québec, relative à l’enseignement dans la langue 
de la minorité et à l’enseignement des langues secondes (ECQ), 
financé par le ministère de l’Éducation et de l’Enseignement supérieur. 
l’Enseignement supérieur. Nous continuons à soutenir nos membres, 
issus de divers horizons, grâce au développement des ressources, aux 
innovations en matière de mobilisation des connaissances et aux initia-
tives communautaires. Son site web qui ne cesse de se développer 
(www.saltise.ca) offre à présent des centaines de ressources et d’outils 
pour mettre en œuvre des innovations pédagogiques. Le site héberge 
la communauté SALTISE lui permettant d’établir des liens, d’échanger 
des pratiques pédagogiques et de partager des recherches en éduca-
tion. Dans le cadre de sa conférence annuelle, SALTISE accueille des 
chercheurs canadiens et internationaux, offrant ainsi aux spécialistes 
locaux l’occasion de discuter et d’échanger des pratiques exemplaires 
en pédagogie active et concernant l’utilisation des technologies 
éducatives. Pour plus d’information concernant SALTISE, voir le site  
www.saltise.ca/about/about-us

https://www.saltise.ca/
https://www.saltise.ca/about/about-us/ 
https://www.saltise.ca/
https://www.saltise.ca/about/about-us/ 
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SALTISE Conference Committees  |  Comités de la conférence SALTISE
(IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER)Conference Co-Chairs  |  Co-président(e)s de la conférence :

Chris Whittaker, Dawson College (SALTISE)
Liam Lachance, Dawson College
Phoebe Jackson, John Abbott College (SALTISE)
Suéli Bonafim, SALTISE

Coordinator & Logistics  |  Coordinateur et logistique :
Lorraine Chiarelli, SALTISE

Conference Planning Committee  
Comité de planification de la conférence :

Alan de Aguiar Lopes,  
Université TÉLUQ
Alana Baskind, Vanier College and 
McGill University 
Alice Cherestes, McGill University
Alida Soucé, McGill University
Anis Boubaker, ETS
Annie Chevrier, Ingram School of 
Nursing, McGill University 
April Colosimo , McGill University
Armin Yazdani, Academic  
associate/lecturer 
Azfar Adib, PhD Candidate, Electrical 
and Computer Engineering, 
Concordia University 
Benjamin Gwinneth, Université  
de Montréal
Beth Acton, John Abbott College
Caroline Begg, McGill University
Catherine Lelanc, McGill University
Chelsea Kisil, McGill University
Chris Whittaker, Dawson College
Colin Fredericks, Harvard University
Daniela Fernandes,  
Champlain College
Ed Hudson, Chemistry department, 
John Abbott College
Grace Mitri-Younes, McGill University
Heather Martin, Community, 
Recreation and Leadership Training, 
Dawson College 
Hugo Marchand, McGillUniversity - 
School of Nursing
Iman El Meniawy, Concordia 
University
Imane ZERGOUT, Cégep de la 
Gaspésie et des îles
Jamie Mongeon,  McGill University
Jennie Ferris, McGill University
Jessica Hunter, McGill University
Judy Bauer Puritt, Interested  
in learning
Julian Sterling Heidt, CEGEP  
Heritage College
Kahina SOUAMI, Faculty of Medicine 
of Algiers.Algeria.
Karina Leonard,  Summit School 
(previously Vanier 2021-2025 and 
Dawson 2004-2021)
Kevin Casey, Vanier College
Kevin Lenton, Vanier College
KHADIJA TALBI, Hassan II  
University ENSEM
Kim Muncey, Vanier College
Kim-Britney Vu, Concordia University 
- MA Educational Studies student

Kira Smith, McGill University
Kiran Qasim Ali, McGill University 
(DISE)
Laura Winer,  McGill University
Lisa Jacobsen, The Study School
Lkamel Karim, Applied Human 
Sciences Laboratory, Normal High 
School (ENS), Sidi Mohamed Ben 
Abdellah University, Fez, Morocco
Maria Damian, McGill University 
Maria Orjuela, McGill University 
Marlon Sanches, Champlain College 
Saint-Lambert
Martyna Rembisz, McGill University, 
Ingram School of Nursing
Mathew Martin Poothullil, University 
of Mumbai, India
Max Salonine, Vanier College
Megan Barker, Simon Fraser University
Melanie Gauthier, McGill University
Melissa Rivosecchi, Concordia 
University
Mohammad Hannan Mia,   
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia
Nadia Helal, English teacher 
Niusha Zohoorian Fooladi,  
John Abbott College 
Oxana Kapoustina, McGill University
Pallavi Sirjoosingh, McGill University
Phoebe Jackson, John Abbott College
Safeera Jaffer, University of  
British Columbia
Samuel Richer, John Abbott College
Sarah Marshall, McGill University
Satu Elisa Schaeffer, LaSalle College 
Montreal
Sean Hughes, John Abbott College
Sébastien Wall-Lacelle, Cégep de 
Saint-Jérôme
Sophia Magliocca,Professor of English 
(CEGEP)
Sreecharan Sankaranarayanan, 
Extuitive Inc. (Flagship Pioneering)
Teresa Hernandez Gonzalez, 
Concordia University
Tetiana Brandt,Concordia University 
Tim Campbell, Vanier College
Véronic Bézaire, Carleton University
Victoria Kerr, University of Waterloo
William Landry, McGill University - 
Ingram School of Nursing
Abdeljalil Metioui, UQAM
XINLI WANG, University of Manitoba

Reviewers  |  Évaluateurs

Keynote Sub-committee  |  Sous-comité des conférences principales
Carolyn Sealfon, Minerva University
Elizabeth Charles, SALTISE
Pallavi Sirjoosingh, McGill University
Preeti Raman, Toronto Metropolitan University
Sara Hashem, Champlain Regional College, Saint-Lambert

Program & Schedule  |  Programme et horaire
Elizabeth Charles, SALTISE
Eric Francoeur, École de technologie supérieure
Michael Dugdale, John Abbott College
Pallavi Sirjoosingh, McGill University
Sara Hashem, Champlain Regional College, Saint-Lambert

Technical & Logistics Support  |  Support technique et logistique
IT Logistics committee & Site coordinators: Éric Francoeur and Anis Boubaker, ÉTS 
Graphic Design (Program & Posters): Isabelle Kalekas 
Volunteer Coordinator: Maryam Mughal, Dawson College.
Food coordinator & volunteer assistant coordinator: Parnia Akhavansaffar
Translation: Jean-François Brière & Annie-Helene Samson, Dawson College

Aglaia Ruffino Jalles,  
McGill University 
Anis Boubaker, École de  
technologie supérieure
Azra Khan, Dawson College
Carolyn Sealfon, Minerva University
Chris Whittaker,  Dawson College 
(SALTISE)
David Hoida, Vanier College
Elizabeth Charles, SALTISE
Eric Francoeur, École de technologie 
supérieure (ÉTS)
Eva Bures, Bishop’s University 
John Bentley, Concordia University
Ken Ragan,  McGill University 
Liam Lachance, Dawson College

Lorraine Chiarelli, SALTISE
Michael Dugdale,  
John Abbott College 
Murray Bronet, John Abbott College
Pallavi Sirjoosingh,  McGill University
Phoebe Jackson, John Abbott 
College (SALTISE)
Preeti Raman,  
Toronto Metropolitan University
Sara Hashem, Champlain Regional 
College, Saint-Lambert
Sarah Anthony, Carleton University
Selma Hamdani, Dawson College 
(SALTISE)
Tarasha Sharma, McGill University

Innovator & Student Award Selection Sub-Committees 
Sous-comités de sélection des prix Innovateurs et Étudiants

2026

Azra Khan. Dawson College 
David Hoida, Vanier College
John Bentley, Concordia University

Murray Bronet, John Abbott College
Sarah Anthony, Carleton University
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Welcome from  
Patrick Terriault, 
Academic Dean - École de technologie supérieure 
(ÉTS) 

Mot de bienvenue de  
Patrick Terriault,
Doyen des études - École de technologie supérieure 
(ÉTS) 

Dear attendees,

It is with great pleasure that the École de technologie 
supérieure (ÉTS) welcomes you to the 2026 edition of 
the SALTISE Annual Conference.

Deeply rooted in a culture of innovation, collaboration, 
and practice-oriented education, ÉTS is honoured  to 
host this engaged community of educators, researchers, 
students, and professionals who are passionate about 
continuously improving teaching and learning. SALTISE’s 
mission, which is to promote research-informed and 
active learning approaches, resonates strongly with our 
own commitment to preparing graduates who are ready to address the 
complex challenges of a rapidly evolving world.

This year’s theme entitled “Co-creating change: collaboration, cour-
age, and care in Education” invites us to collectively reflect on how 
technological innovation, interdisciplinary approaches, and new forms 
of collaboration can enrich the educational experience and foster 
learning that is more inclusive, meaningful, and sustainable. Over the 
next two days, you will have the opportunity to participate in a stimu-
lating program that includes interactive workshops, research presenta-
tions, demonstrations of effective practices, and many opportunities 
for discussion and networking.

We are confident that these exchanges will not only inspire the sharing 
of ideas and impactful research, but also help build lasting connec-
tions among teaching and research communities. By bringing together 
diverse and complementary perspectives, the SALTISE conference 
continues to play an essential role in fostering a pedagogical culture 
that values experimentation, critical reflection, and continuous 
improvement.

On behalf of the entire ÉTS community, we sincerely thank you for 
your presence and for your contribution to this gathering. We wish you 
an enriching conference filled with discoveries and initiatives that will 
have a meaningful impact in your respective institutions.

Chères participantes, chers participants,

C’est avec un immense plaisir que l’École de tech-
nologie supérieure vous souhaite la bienvenue à 
l’édition 2026 de la conférence annuelle de SALTISE.

Institution profondément ancrée dans une culture 
d’innovation, de collaboration et de formation 
axée sur la pratique, l’ÉTS est honorée d’accueillir 
cette communauté engagée d’enseignantes, 
d’enseignants, de chercheuses, de chercheurs, 
d’étudiantes, d’étudiants et de professionnelles et 
professionnels passionnés par l’amélioration continue 

de l’enseignement et de l’apprentissage. La mission de SALTISE, qui 
consiste à promouvoir des approches pédagogiques actives et fondées 
sur la recherche, résonne tout particulièrement avec notre engage-
ment à former des diplômées et diplômés capables de relever les défis 
complexes d’un monde en constante transformation.

Le thème de cette année intitulé « Co-créer le changement : collabo-
ration, courage et compassion en éducation » nous invite à réfléchir 
collectivement aux façons dont les innovations technologiques, les 
approches interdisciplinaires et les nouvelles formes de collaboration 
peuvent enrichir l’expérience éducative et favoriser un apprentissage 
plus inclusif, durable et significatif. Au cours des deux prochains jours, 
vous aurez l’occasion de participer à un programme stimulant compre-
nant des ateliers interactifs, des communications de recherche, des 
démonstrations de pratiques exemplaires et de nombreuses occasions 
d’échanges et de réseautage.

Nous sommes convaincus que ces rencontres permettront non seule-
ment de partager des idées et des résultats inspirants, mais aussi de 
tisser des liens durables entre les communautés d’enseignement et de 
recherche. En réunissant des perspectives variées et complémentaires, 
la conférence SALTISE continue de jouer un rôle essentiel dans le dével-
oppement d’une culture pédagogique ouverte à l’expérimentation, à 
la réflexion critique et à l’amélioration continue.

Au nom de toute la communauté de l’ÉTS, nous vous remercions 
sincèrement de votre présence et de votre contribution à cet événe-
ment rassembleur. Nous vous souhaitons une conférence enrichis-
sante, porteuse de découvertes et d’initiatives qui auront un impact 
concret dans vos milieux respectifs.

Patrick Terriault
Academic Dean | Doyen des études

École de technologie supérieure | École de technologie supérieure
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2026 Welcome & Acknowledgements from SALTISE
Message from the co-directors Selma Hamdani, Phoebe Jackson, and Chris Whittaker

On behalf of the Conference Committee and the SALTISE Executive 
Committee, we are delighted to welcome you to the 15th Annual 
SALTISE Conference, hosted at the École de technologie supérieure 
(ÉTS) in downtown Montréal. We are deeply grateful to ÉTS for their 
continued partnership and for the stunning space that so perfectly 
reflects the spirit of innovation, openness, and collaboration that 
defines our community.

This year’s conference theme—Co-creating change: collaboration, 
courage, and care in Education—invites us to turn deliberately toward 
one another. In a time marked by rapid transformation and uncertainty, 
this theme affirms that meaningful and sustainable change is not some-
thing we accomplish alone. It is built collectively, through relationships 
that honour diverse perspectives, courageous experimentation, and 
care for one another.

SALTISE’s spirit of co-creation is evident throughout our continued 
initiatives. On the digital front, we are dedicating significant time 
and effort to transforming CourseFlow, our home-grown, feature-rich 
application, into a scalable tool for course and program alignment. We 
also will continue to support MyDALITE as we know it is an important 
resource for many of our teachers. Our website (www.saltise.ca) and 
newsletters also play an important role in keeping our community 
connected and informed year-round, and in the year ahead we intend 
to implement new website features which will make our huge collec-
tion of active learning activities even more accessible and adaptable.  
Beyond our digital initiatives, the spirit of co-creation is also thriving 
in our practitioner and research communities, including our S4 practi-
tioner communities, for example, the very active Chemistry S4 group, 
our hardworking Fellows Program, and the mini-grants we provide 
members of our community.  If you’re not yet familiar with these 
initiatives or would like to learn more, we encourage you to attend 
the related conference sessions and to ask us questions. You can read 
more about our Fellows and their work, further on in this conference 
program.

We are also proud to be celebrating a significant milestone for our 
organization: the successful launch of a new three-year funding cycle. 
This renewal is both a vote of confidence and a source of momentum. 
It enables SALTISE to continue supporting the SALTISE community 
as we engage in evidence-informed practice—while expanding our 
capacity to respond to emerging needs.

The challenges facing education today remain substan-
tial. Constrained resources, generative AI, shifting 
student expectations, and broader social and geopo-
litical tensions all shape the environments in which we 
teach and learn. Yet, as this conference emphasizes, 
these challenges also present opportunities—if we are 
willing to meet them with collaboration, courage, and 
care. Collaboration allows us to pool expertise and 
distribute effort; courage allows us to experiment and 
discover new boundaries; and care reminds us why this 

work matters in the first place.

As we gather in Montréal, we are reminded that SALTISE itself is a 
collective achievement. What began as a small group of educators curi-
ous about improving teaching and learning has grown into a vibrant, 
international community of nearly two thousand members. Despite 
this growth, our core values remain unchanged: openness, inclusiv-
ity, reciprocity, and a deep respect for the complexity of educational 
practice. The conference is both a celebration of that community and 
an invitation to continue shaping its future together.

We extend our sincere thanks to our partners, contributors, volunteers, 
session leaders, panelists, and participants. Your generosity—of time, 
ideas, and experience—is what makes this gathering possible and 
meaningful. We also gratefully acknowledge the continued support 
of the Entente Canada–Québec (ECQ) and the members of our 
Executive Committee, whose commitment enables us to keep this 
conference accessible and free, in alignment with our shared values.

As we begin this 15th annual gathering, we invite you to engage fully: 
to listen generously, ask brave questions, share openly, and take care of 
yourselves and one another. May this conference strengthen connec-
tions, spark new ideas, and remind us that co-creating change is not 
only possible—but necessary, and profoundly hopeful.

http://www.saltise.ca
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Mot de bienvenue et remerciements de SALTISE — 2026
Message des co-directeurs Selma Hamdani, Phoebe Jackson, et Chris Whittaker

Au nom du comité de la conférence et du comité exécutif de SALTISE, 
nous sommes ravis de vous souhaiter la bienvenue au 15ème colloque 
annuel de SALTISE, tenu à l’École de Technologie Supérieure (ÉTS), au 
centre-ville de Montréal. Nous sommes profondément reconnaissants 
envers l’ÉTS pour son partenariat et pour un espace remarquable qui 
reflète si bien l’esprit d’innovation, d’ouverture et de collaboration qui 
définit notre communauté.

Le thème de cette année — Cocréer le changement : collaboration, 
courage et bienveillance en éducation — nous invite à nous tourner les 
uns vers les autres. Dans un contexte marqué par des transformations 
rapides et de l’incertitude, ce thème affirme que des changements 
significatifs et durables ne se réalisent pas seuls. Ils se construisent 
collectivement, à travers des relations qui valorisent la diversité des 
perspectives, l’expérimentation courageuse et le souci des autres.

L’esprit de cocréation de SALTISE se manifeste dans l’ensemble de 
nos initiatives en cours. Sur le plan numérique, nous consacrons 
beaucoup de temps et d’efforts à la transformation de CourseFlow, 
notre application maison riche en fonctionnalités, en un outil évolutif 
pour l’alignement des cours et des programmes. Nous continuerons 
également à soutenir MyDALITE, que nous savons être une ressource 
importante pour nombre de nos enseignants. Notre site Web  
(www.saltise.ca) et nos infolettres jouent aussi un rôle essentiel pour 
maintenir notre communauté connectée et informée tout au long 
de l’année. Au cours de l’année à venir, nous prévoyons d’y intégrer 
de nouvelles fonctionnalités afin de rendre notre vaste collection 
d’activités d’apprentissage actif encore plus accessible et adaptable. 
Au-delà de nos initiatives numériques, l’esprit de cocréation s’épanouit 
également dans nos communautés de praticiens et de recherche, 
notamment au sein de nos communautés de pratique S4 — par 
exemple le groupe S4 de chimie, très actif —, de notre programme de 
Fellows, ainsi que grâce aux micro-subventions offertes aux membres 
de notre communauté. Si vous ne connaissez pas encore ces initiatives 
ou souhaitez en apprendre davantage, nous vous invitons à assister 
aux séances correspondantes et à nous poser vos questions. Vous 
trouverez plus d’informations sur nos Fellows et leurs travaux plus loin 
dans ce programme.

Nous sommes également fiers de souligner une étape importante 
pour notre organisation : le lancement réussi d’un nouveau cycle de 
financement de trois ans. Ce renouvellement constitue à la fois une 
marque de confiance et une source d’élan. Il permet à SALTISE de 
continuer à soutenir sa communauté dans des pratiques éclairées par 
les données probantes, tout en élargissant notre capacité à répondre 
aux besoins émergents.

Les défis auxquels fait face l’éducation aujourd’hui 
demeurent considérables. Les ressources limitées, 
l’intelligence artificielle générative, l’évolution des 
attentes étudiantes ainsi que des tensions sociales et 
géopolitiques plus larges façonnent les contextes dans 
lesquels nous enseignons et apprenons. Toutefois, 
comme le souligne cette conférence, ces défis 
représentent aussi des occasions — à condition de les 
aborder avec collaboration, courage et bienveillance. 
La collaboration nous permet de mutualiser l’expertise 

et de répartir les efforts; le courage nous permet d’expérimenter et 
de repousser les limites; et la bienveillance nous rappelle pourquoi ce 
travail est fondamental.

Alors que nous nous réunissons à Montréal, nous nous rappelons que 
SALTISE est en soi une réussite collective. Ce qui a commencé comme 
un petit groupe d’éducateurs désireux d’améliorer l’enseignement et 
l’apprentissage est devenu une communauté internationale dynamique 
comptant près de deux mille membres. Malgré cette croissance, nos 
valeurs fondamentales demeurent inchangées : ouverture, inclusion, 
réciprocité et profond respect de la complexité de la pratique éduca-
tive. Cette conférence est à la fois une célébration de cette commu-
nauté et une invitation à continuer à façonner ensemble son avenir.

Nous exprimons nos sincères remerciements à nos partenaires, contrib-
uteurs, bénévoles, responsables de séances, panélistes et participants. 
Votre générosité — en temps, en idées et en expérience — est ce qui 
rend ce rassemblement possible et significatif. Nous remercions égale-
ment chaleureusement l’Entente Canada–Québec (ECQ) pour son 
soutien continu, ainsi que les membres de notre comité exécutif, dont 
l’engagement nous permet de maintenir cette conférence accessible et 
gratuite, en cohérence avec nos valeurs communes.

En amorçant cette 15e rencontre annuelle, nous vous invitons à vous 
engager pleinement : à écouter avec générosité, à poser des questions 
audacieuses, à partager ouvertement et à prendre soin de vous et des 
autres. Que cette conférence renforce les liens, suscite de nouvelles 
idées et nous rappelle que cocréer le changement est non seulement 
possible — mais nécessaire et porteur d’espoir.

http://www.saltise.ca
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SALTISE Lifetime Achievement Award — 2026
Prix SALTISE pour l’ensemble de la carrière — 2026 

With her wealth of experience in 
facilitated faculty development, 
Carol Hawthorne has played a 
key role in advancing educational 
development and strengthening 
institutional collaboration within 
the SALTISE community.  Carol’s 
connection to SALTISE began when 
she took on the role of Curriculum 
Developer at Concordia University. 
Working closely with the Centre 
for Teaching and Learning (CTL) 
Director Rob Cassidy (2017–2019), 

she supported faculty across disciplines in new program develop-
ment while helping to expand and deepen CTL’s collaboration with 
SALTISE. In the following years and until 2023, Carol served as CTL 
Interim Director, leading a wide range of faculty development initia-
tives. She developed professional learning opportunities for educators 
at all career stages through workshops, bootcamps, online self‑directed 
modules, faculty interest groups, and more. Throughout this period, 
she ensured that the relationship between Concordia’s CTL and 
SALTISE not only remained strong but evolved into a sustainable and 
enduring partnership. 

One of Carol’s most significant and lasting contributions to SALTISE has 
been the co‑founding of the Educational Developer Special Interest 
Group (EdDev SIG) with Maria Orjuela from McGill University’s 
Teaching and Academic Programs (TAP) –– formerly Teaching and 
Learning Services (TLS). Since 2019, she has helped to grow the initia-
tive into a vibrant community of over 40 educational developers and 
instructional designers committed to collaboration and sharing across 
institutions and educational levels, including universities and cégeps. 

This work continues through her ongoing collaboration with Jennie 
Ferris (TAP, McGill University), further strengthening cross‑institutional 
connections and professional learning.

Carol’s work is grounded in a deep commitment to curriculum innova-
tion and program development, informed by expertise in backward 
design, authentic assessment, evaluation rubrics, and Universal Design 
for Learning. She brings a holistic understanding of educational devel-
opment—one that extends beyond individual consultations to include 
instructional design, curriculum development, institutional initiatives, 
and system‑level collaboration. Her expertise in curriculum mapping, 
program review, instructional design, and needs analysis has support-
ed faculty growth while contributing to broader conversations about 
teaching and learning within the SALTISE community and beyond.

This perspective is also evident in Carol’s sustained contributions to 
SALTISE conferences. She has played a key role in organizing confer-
ence initiatives at Concordia and in mobilizing colleagues and members 
of the EdDev SIG to share their work. Most recently, she helped lead 
the 2025 symposium Educational Developers: From a Little‑known 
Profession to Active Colleagues Fostering Teaching Growth and 
Advancing Institutional Change, which highlighted the evolving role 
of educational developers in advancing faculty development, institu-
tional change, and learning communities across institutions.

Carol’s collaborative spirit, thoughtful leadership, and sustained dedi-
cation to educational development have had a lasting influence on 
the SALTISE community. We are deeply grateful for her many contri-
butions and are proud to honour Carol with the SALTISE Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

Congratulations!

Carol Hawthorne

Previous Recipients of the SALTISE Lifetime Achievement Award 
Récipiendaires précédents du prix d’excellence pour l’ensemble des réalisations de SALTISE

2025 
Chris Whittaker - Dawson College

2024 
Éric Francoeur - École de technologie 
supérieure (ÉTS) 

2023 
Murray Bronet - John Abbott College 

2022 
Nathaniel Lasry - John Abbott College 

2021 
We honoured the founders and early 
supporters of SALTISE

2020 
Laura Winer - McGill University 

2019 
Rob Cassidy - Concordia University 

Maria Orjuela-Laverde - McGill University 

2018 
Thérèse Laferrière - Université Laval 

2017 
Richard Filion - Dawson College 

Erich Schmedt - John Abbott College 

2016 
Kenneth Ragan - McGill University 

2015 
James Slotta - University of Toronto (OISE) 

2014 
Silvia d’Apollonia - Dawson College 
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The SALTISE “Best Practices & Pedagogical Innovators 
Award” recognizes educators (instructors and educational 
designers) who stand out as leaders in the promotion of 
academic excellence, use of innovative pedagogies, and 
support of their academic communities.

We are happy and proud to present these recipients who truly 
represent the best among us!

Le « Prix d’excellence et d’innovation pédagogique SALTISE 
» récompense les éducateurs et éducatrices (autant en 
enseignement qu’en conception pédagogique) qui se 
distinguent dans la promotion de l’excellence académique, 
l’utilisation de pédagogies innovantes et le soutien apporté à 
leurs communautés académiques.

C’est avec honneur que nous vous présentons ces 
récipiendaires qui incarnent le meilleur en nous !

Congratulations to our 2026 Winners!             Félicitations à nos récipiendaires 2026 !

Best Practices & Pedagogical Innovators Award 

FOR COLLEGE INSTRUCTORS

Tania Peres 

JOHN ABBOTT COLLEGE
Department: Chemistry

Tania Peres is an exceptional teacher and 
her sustained, innovative, and deeply impactful contributions to 
student learning, faculty development, and program leadership at 
John Abbott College cannot be understated. Throughout her 20+ year 
career, she has demonstrated a strong commitment to active, student-
centred pedagogy, designing classrooms where students are continu-
ously engaged through collaborative problem solving, guided inquiry, 
hands-on laboratory work, and creative activities such as games and 
simulations. Her teaching is marked by an impressive breadth of strate-
gies that have helped students reinforce complex chemistry concepts 
in accessible and motivating ways.

Tania’s influence extends far beyond the classroom. She has developed 
a substantial repository of instructional materials that she freely shares 
with colleagues, and she routinely mentors new faculty. Her leadership 
in pedagogical innovation includes grant-supported development of 
online chemistry games, coaching at game-a-thons, and presentations 
at institutional and intercollegiate venues, including SALTISE. She has 
also contributed to province-wide initiatives, such as the creation of 
teaching resources to support Indigenous students transitioning to 
cégep.

Equally notable is Tania’s dedication to inclusivity and collaboration. 
She has redesigned courses to improve access to laboratory experi-
ences for both science and non-science students, collaborated across 
departments to create interdisciplinary learning opportunities, and 
played a central role in developing and coordinating key components 
of both the Science and Arts and Sciences programs. As a coordinator 
and mentor, she is widely regarded by students as a trusted guide and 
role model. Tania Peres exemplifies excellence in teaching practice 
through innovation, generosity, leadership, and a profound commit-
ment to student success. 

Best Practices & Pedagogical Innovators Award

FOR UNIVERSITY INSTRUCTORS

Jasmin Chahal 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 
Department: Microbiology and Immunology

Dr. Jasmin Chahal is an innovative educa-
tor whose sustained application of student centered pedagogy has 
significantly advanced teaching and learning at McGill University 
and beyond. Across large enrollment lecture courses and laboratory 
programs enrolling hundreds of students annually, she designs learn-
ing environments promoting deep conceptual understanding, scien-
tific reasoning, and student agency.

A hallmark of Dr. Chahal’s work is her leadership in pedagogical 
innovation. She has redesigned core laboratory courses to incorporate 
inquiry driven and course based undergraduate research experiences 
(CUREs), including SEA PHAGES and Tiny Earth models, enabling 
students to conduct authentic research and contribute to peer 
reviewed publications. She has also introduced constructive align-
ment across courses through redesigned assessments explicitly tied to 
learning outcomes, and has pioneered thoughtful, evidence informed 
approaches to the use of generative AI in teaching and assessment. 
This work was adopted by colleagues and recognized through invited 
national and international talks.

Dr. Chahal’s contributions extend well beyond the classroom. She 
plays a central leadership role in curriculum development, faculty 
mentorship, and communities of pedagogical practice, and regularly 
delivers workshops and presentations on active learning, assessment 
design, mentorship, and educational technology. Her leadership in 
national teaching initiatives, including co-founding the first Canadian 
Tiny Earth Training Program, exemplifies her impact on the broader 
educational community.

A dedicated mentor and role model, Dr. Chahal has formally mentored 
over 100 teaching assistants and student peer mentors, supporting 
their pedagogical development and professional growth. Through 
her sustained commitment to innovation, mentorship, and reflective 
practice, Dr. Chahal exemplifies the values and impact recognized by 
the SALTISE award. 

2026 SALTISE Best Practices & Pedagogical Innovators Award 
Prix d’excellence et d’innovation pédagogique
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Best Practices & Pedagogical Innovators Award 

FOR COLLEGE PEDAGOGICAL 
COUNSELLORS

Patti Kingsmill 

VANIER COLLEGE
Department: Pedagogical  
Support and Innovation

Patti’s work exemplifies leadership in pedagogical innovation, particu-
larly through her support of faculty and her contributions to evidence-
based, technology-enhanced teaching and learning.

In recent years, Patti has played a key role in developing and dissemi-
nating innovative pedagogical resources. She is the designer and lead 
contributor to Vanier’s Generative AI resource hub, which provides 
educators with practical guidance on AI literacy, ethical use, and 
AI-resistant assessment design. She has also co-developed the Online 
Curation and Social Annotation (OCSA) initiative, a project that 
equips teachers with tools and strategies to foster critical thinking, 
collaboration, and digital literacy through an active learning approach. 
These contributions reflect a sustained commitment to equipping 
educators with concrete, research-informed practices that directly 
enhance student learning.

Beyond resource development, Patti actively mobilizes knowledge 
within the academic community. She regularly facilitates professional 
development workshops, including recent ECT (Engaged Community 
of Teachers) sessions on integrating generative AI into the classroom, 
where she guides educators in adopting emerging technologies 
responsibly and effectively. Her work also extends to collaborative 
communities of practice and contributions to SALTISE initiatives, 
where she supports peer learning and pedagogical exchange.

Patti’s impact lies in her ability to bridge innovation and practice. 
By empowering educators, fostering collaboration, and advancing 
thoughtful integration of technology, she has significantly strength-
ened teaching and learning both within Vanier and across the broader 
SALTISE community.

Best Practices & Pedagogical Innovators Award 

FOR UNIVERSITY EDUCATIONAL 
DEVELOPERS

Jasmine Parent

MCGILL UNIVERSITY
Department: Teaching and  
Academic Programs (TAP)

Jasmine Parent is an educational developer and digital learning 
designer within the Teaching and Academic Programs (TAP) unit at 
McGill University. She has served as the primary TAP lead for blended 
course development across a wide range of Faculties, working closely 
with instructors to design learning experiences grounded in strong 
pedagogical foundations and research from the learning sciences.

Jasmine currently leads the Teaching and Learning Community for 
Generative AI, a university wide initiative engaging more than 80 
instructors from across disciplines. In an environment where many 
instructors are understandably hesitant to change or to engage with 
emerging technologies, Jasmine has demonstrated courage and lead-
ership by taking on complex, and at times challenging, conversations. 
She consistently puts learning before technology, creating thoughtful, 
collegial spaces where faculty can critically reflect on GenAI through 
pedagogical and ethical lenses rather than feeling pressured to adopt 
tools prematurely.

Jasmine embodies the values at the heart of SALTISE’s mission. Her 
work is firmly grounded in evidence based practice, and her commit-
ment to thoughtful educational development ensures that change is 
purposeful and meaningful. She is unfailingly generous with her time, 
consistently saying yes to requests for support, including last minute 
meetings to address pedagogical concerns. While she may describe 
herself as shy, Jasmine is deeply engaged, insightful, and a genuine joy 
to work with. Her professionalism and kindness foster trust and calm 
across faculty consultations and learning communities.
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Past recipients of the SALTISE Best Practices & Pedagogical Innovators Award
Récipiendaires précédents du Prix d’excellence et d’innovation pédagogique

2025
•	 Gisela Frias - Dawson College

•	 Neerusha Gokool - Université de Montréal

•	 André-Joseph Cordeiro - Concordia University

•	 Azra Khan - Dawson College 

•	 Amanda Saxe - McGill University

2024
•	 Daniel Goldsmith - Dawson College

•	 Giuliana Cucinelli - Concordia University

•	 Sara Hashem - Champlain College -  

St. Lambert

•	 John Bentley - Concordia University

2023 
•	 Tim Miller - Dawson College

•	 Danielle Vlaho - McGill University

•	 Amanda Argento - John Abbott College

•	 Charlene Lewis-Sutherland -  McGill University 

2022
•	 Nik Provatas - McGill University

•	 Cathy Roy - Dawson College 

•	 Cory Legassic - Dawson College

•	 Monica Lopez - Dawson College 

•	 Marina Caplain - UQAM

2021
•	 Carmen Leung - Dawson College

•	 Saul Carliner - Concordia University

•	 The Dawson Faculty HUB - Dawson College

•	 Andrea Cooperberg - John Abbott College

2020
•	 Alice Cherestes, McGill University

•	 Phoebe Jackson, John Abbott College

•	 Ian MacKenzie, Dawson College

•	 Laura Pavelka, McGill University

•	 Laura Winer, McGill University

2019
•	 Yann Brouillette, Dawson College

•	 Nadia Naffi, Université Laval

•	 Dominique Piotte, Ecole de Technologie Superieure (ÉTS)

•	 Roberta Silerova, John Abbott College

2018
•	 Louis Normand, Collège de Rosemont

•	 Claire Trottier, McGill University

2017
•	 Ann-Louise Davidson, Concordia University

•	 Michael Dugdale, John Abbott College

•	 Karl Laroche, Vanier College

2016
•	 Marielle Beauchemin, Vanier College

•	 Jean-François Brière, Dawson College

•	 Lynda Gelston, John Abbott College

•	 Rosemary Reily, Concordia University

2015
•	 Rhys Adams, Vanier College

•	 Samantha Gruenheid, McGill University

•	 Lawrence R. Chen, McGill University

2014
•	 Kevin Lenton, Vanier College

•	 Sean Hughes, John Abbott College

2013
•	 Edward Awad, Vanier College

•	 Murray Bronet, John Abbott College

•	 Chris Buddle, McGill University

http://André-Joseph Cordeiro
http://Azra Khan
http://Amanda Saxe
https://www.saltise.ca/member/daniel-goldsmith/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/giuliana-cucinelli/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/sara-hashem/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/john-bentley/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/tim-miller/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/danielle-vlaho/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/amanda-argento/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/charlene-lewis-sutherland/
https://www.saltise.ca/about-us/members/nikolas-provatas/
https://www.saltise.ca/about-us/members/cathy-roy/
https://www.saltise.ca/about-us/members/cory-legassic/
https://www.saltise.ca/about-us/members/monica-lopez/
https://www.saltise.ca/about-us/members/marina-caplain/
https://www.saltise.ca/community/members/carmen-leung/
https://www.saltise.ca/community/members/saul-carliner/
https://www.saltise.ca/community/members/andrea-cooperberg/
https://www.saltise.ca/community/members/alice-cherestes/
https://www.saltise.ca/community/members/phoebe-jackson/
https://www.saltise.ca/community/members/ian-mackenzie/
https://www.saltise.ca/community/members/laura-pavelka/
https://www.saltise.ca/community/members/laura-winer/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/yann-brouillette/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/nadia-naffi/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/dominique-piotte/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/roberta-silerova/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/louis-normand/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/claire-trottier/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/ann-louise-davidson/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/michael-dugdale/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/karl-laroche/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/marielle-beauchemin/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/jean-francois-briere/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/lynda-gelston/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/rosemary-reily/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/rhys-adams/
https://www.saltise.ca/about-us/members/samantha-gruenheid/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/lawrence-r-chen/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/kevin-lenton/
https://www.saltise.ca/about-us/members/sean-hughes/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/edward-awad/
https://www.saltise.ca/member/murray-bronet/
https://www.saltise.ca/about-us/members/christopher-buddle/


SALTISE 2026	 CO-CREATING CHANGE:  
15TH ANNUAL PROGRAM 	 COLLABORATION, COURAGE, AND CARE IN EDUCATION16

2026 SALTISE Award for Students as Innovators in Education  
Prix pour les étudiants comme innovateurs en éducation 

Congratulations to Our Awardees | Félicitations à nos lauréats

Students as Innovators in Education Award

UNDERGRADUATE, COLLEGE OR 
CONTINUING EDUCATION STUDENT

Emily Foxman 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY
Department: Anatomy and Cell Biology

As Director of the Office of Science Education at McGill University, I have 
known Emily since 2022 when she was a Bachelor of Science student 
in Anatomy and Cell Biology, and we hired her as the Communications 
Assistant for our unit. In this position, Emily applied her unique skillset 
to promote student learning and engagement within the Faculty of 
Science. Notably, she developed strategies to promote SciLearn, a 
program introducing students to the neuroscience of learning, which 
now attracts more than 1,500 students annually. Emily also led the 
design and dissemination of neuroeducation resources for students, 
including the SciLearn Healthy Brain Series, featured on the McGill 
SciLearn Instagram account. To support the annual Undergraduate 
Science Showcase, Emily nurtured key relationships with partners and 
led communications efforts that resulted in an unprecedented event 
turnout of more than 800 people last year.

As Vice-President, Academic Affairs, of the Science Undergraduate 
Society, Emily proved to be a strong student leader, advocating for 
academic rights, leading events, and supporting students seeking 
academic accommodations. She was also a three-time recipient of 
the Tomlinson Engagement Award for Mentors (TEAM), where her 
focus was mentoring students in introductory chemistry courses. Emily 
has also served on various committees (e.g. the Dean of the Faculty 
of Science Advisory Committee) and presented her research at local 
conferences. Emily is an excellent communicator, a reliable and empa-
thetic collaborator, and is committed to supporting the learning and 
wellbeing of her peers, making her an exceptional candidate for the 
SALTISE Students as Educational Innovators Award (Undergraduate) 
2026.  

Students as Innovators in Education Award 

GRADUATE STUDENT

Emma Tomiuk 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 
Department: Computer Science

Emma Tomiuk exemplifies the values of 
innovation, reflective practice, and ethical leadership in teaching and 
learning that underpin the SALTISE Student Innovator Award. Through 
sustained involvement in interdisciplinary research, pedagogical inno-
vation, and the scholarship of teaching and learning (SoTL), she has 
made meaningful contributions to student learning environments.

During her undergraduate studies in cognitive science and computer 
science, Emma conducted an honours research project applying 
machine learning to examine motivational profiles and academic 
performance. This work demonstrated originality, methodological rigor, 
and a strong grounding in learning sciences, alongside a clear attention 
to ethical considerations. She communicated this research effectively 
to diverse audiences, presenting at the McGill Undergraduate Poster 
Showcase, Cognitive Science Research Day, and the 2024 SALTISE 
Conference, where she was noted for clarity, responsiveness, and 
pedagogical awareness.

Currently completing a master’s degree in computer science, Emma is 
developing and evaluating an embedded ethics initiative (Developed 
in Harvard) within the discipline. Using a mixed methods approach, 
she examines how students develop ethical reasoning and confidence 
in identifying and preventing AI related harms. This work directly 
advances evidence informed, ethically grounded innovation in higher 
education.

In addition, Emma played a central role in the implementation of a 
specification grading pilot in an upper level Neuroethics course. She 
supported learners, contributed to course design, and conducted 
SoTL research on the assessment model, presenting outcomes at the 
2025 SALTISE Conference.

Across research, teaching, and service, Emma demonstrates intellectual 
creativity, empathy, and collaborative leadership, making her a highly 
deserving recipient of the SALTISE Student Innovator Award.

This SALTISE award recognizes students (undergrad/college/
continuing education and graduate) who stand as contributors 
to the SALTISE community through their actions in achieving 
academic excellence, promoting innovative pedagogies, as 
Teaching Assistants (TAs), Research Assistants (RAs), Course 
Lecturers, and in other tasks that support and/or are consistent 
with the goals of the SALTISE community. 

Ce prix SALTISE récompense les étudiants (cégep, premier 
cycle universitaire/formation continue, cycles universitaires 
supérieurs) qui contribuent à la communauté SALTISE par leurs 
actions visant à atteindre l’excellence académique, à promouvoir 
des pédagogies innovantes, ainsi que par leur rôle d’assistants 
d’enseignement (AE), d’assistants de recherche (AR), de chargés 
de cours et dans d’autres fonctions qui soutiennent et/ou 
s’inscrivent dans les objectifs de la communauté SALTISE.
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Past recipients of the SALTISE Student as Educational Innovator Award 
 Récipiendaires précédents du Prix pour les étudiants comme innovateurs en éducation

2025

•	 Angelica Calcagnile, Continuing Education in Video 
gaming and Cultural studies, Concordia University 
(Undergraduate, College or Continuing Education 
Student Award)

•	 Nathalie Duponsel, PhD in Education, Concordia 
University (Graduate Student Award) 

2024

•	 Andrew Rochon, BA in Philosophy, Concordia University 
(Undergraduate, College or Continuing Education 
Student Award)

•	 Victoria Marie Glynn, PhD candidate, McGill University 
(Graduate Student Award) 

2023

•	 Hilary Sweatman, Ph.D. (candidate), Neuroscience, 
McGill University

•	 Claudia Flynn, MA in Integrated Studies in Education, 
McGill University

2022 

•	 Jamilah Dei-Sharpe, Ph.D. (candidate), Critical Gender 
Studies Program, Concordia University

•	 Valérie Bourassa, Ph.D., Integrated Program in 
Neuroscience, McGill University

•	 Dan Stefan Petrescu, PhD in Chemistry, McGill University 
(posthumously) 

2021 

•	 Rebecca Brosseau, MA in Education, McGill University

•	 Cynthia Feng, MSc in Biochemistry, McGill University

2020 

•	 Jasmine Chahal, PhD in Microbiology and Immunology, 
McGill University 

•	 Franco La Braca, MSc in Physics Education, Concordia 
University

2019 

•	 Armin Yazdani, PhD in Neuroscience, McGill University

Students as Innovators in Education 
Honourable Mention 

GRADUATE STUDENT 

Heather Pearson  

MCGILL UNIVERSITY
Department: Educational and  

Counselling Psychology

Heather Pearson is worthy of the SALTISE Students as Educational 
Innovators Award. When she was pursuing her M.Ed. her paper on the 
use of 3D printing in education was published in the #2 educational 
technology journal, Education and Information Technologies. She has 
presented her work on 3D printing in education at both academic 
and professional conferences and it was selected as a proceeding by 
SALTISE due to its ability to translate theory into practical sugges-
tions for educators. Ms. Pearson developed her research skills further 
in the Special Activity project of her M.Ed. This project investigated 
whether educators and parents select learning software based on 
evidence-backed benchmarks of educational quality (e.g., formative 
feedback) versus simple engagement. Ms. Pearson presented the 
results as a proceeding and at academic conferences (AERA 2021, 

SRCD 2021), and published the educator research as 1st author in the 
#1 edtech journal (Computers & Education) and the parent research 
as two papers in the #3 edtech journal (British Journal of Educational 
Technology). It was even cited by Psychology Today as guidance for 
parents and educators. This work and her academic performance (4.0 
GPA) earned Ms. Pearson a departmental Excellence Fellowship, an 
FRQSC, and a SSHRC CGSD.

In her PhD, she received the Innovate-ED grant ($20,000) from 
McGill’s Faculty of Education to develop and test design-based 
interventions that empower adolescents to use 3D printers to become 
self-directed learners. This work resulted in Ms. Pearson publishing a 
systematic review on maker activities that foster self-directed learning 
in the International Journal of Child-Computer Interaction, attended 
a skill-up on 3D printing at MIT, developed, delivered, and tested her 
intervention in partnership with educators at a Montreal High School, 
presented the results at AERA in 2025, and provided professional 
development on 3D printing to educators. In addition to her disser-
tation research, she co-authored a designed-based intervention on 
elementary children’s digital literacy skills in the Journal of Experimental 
Education and published two more works on how educators and 
parents choose Apps for classrooms (both in Computers & Education). 
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Day 1, June 1st: 
Opening Keynote

SALTISE 2026 Keynote Speakers | Conférenciers principaux
This year we have two keynotes who reflect this year’s conference theme.  Please join us in welcoming them. 

Location: Auditorium Pavillon A -1600 
Time: 10h30 - 12h15

Title: Humanizing Education: Can We Dare to Care Aloud? 
What does it mean to care? What do we care about? In today’s society, 
where people take sides and advocate fiercely for their own perspec-
tive—what happens to the ways we effectively grow, learn and teach? 
Let’s explore and consider what becomes possible when we create 
conditions in which we can hear and build with the dreams and hopes 
of one another.

Dr. Holmes takes us from that fast, fractured and fearful world we 
live in and walks the audience through her relational, improvisa-
tional approach to community building and learning that has helped 
researchers and educators in biology, computing and engineering 
develops brave, inclusive and innovative environments. This method-
ology nurtures people’s capacity to embrace performance and to work 
as ensembles in ways that value difference and humanize scientific and 
academic cultures.

In this inspiring keynote, Dr. Holmes shares her activist journey toward 
community building and humanizing science through improvisation, 
performance, and play. It’s an optimistic route to collaboration, cour-
age and care in education

Bio:  
Raquell Holmes is an educator, author and activist, the founder and 
director of improvscience, a consulting firm that works with scientists, 
engineers and artists to build brave and bold environments for diver-
sity and leadership development.

Improvscience offerings integrate improvisational performance and 
emotional intelligence to support scientists’ personal and professional 
growth as they advance collaboration, inclusion and discovery in their 
work.

Trained as a scientist, Dr. Holmes has brought her expertise and 
commitment to developing leaders and teams in science, engineering 
and technology to renowned institutions from Harvard to National 
Institutes of Health, major corporations and professional societies.

She also founded Cultivating Ensembles, the biannual arts, humanities 
and STEM conference as well as the improvscience Freedom Festival. 
This annual festival is a grassroots invitation for attendees to celebrate 
and explore freedom and independence together from Juneteenth 
through Independence Day.

Raquell Holmes, Ph.D. 
FOUNDER AND DIRECTOR, 

IMPROVSCIENCE

Day 2, June 2nd: 
Keynote Town Hall

Location: Auditorium Pavillon A -1600 
Time: 10h30 - 12h00

Title: SALTISE Town Hall with Celine Cooper
As higher education navigates profound social, technological, and 
institutional change, the question is no longer whether transformation 
is needed but how we do it, and with whom. In this town hall, Celine 
Cooper will engage the SALTISE community in reflecting on how 
collaboration across stakeholders—students, educators, institutions, 
industry, community, and government—can support more responsive 
and sustainable futures for education.

Framed by the conference theme of co-creating change, the session 
invites participants to consider:

•	 What kinds of collaboration are needed today, and 
what stands in the way?

•	 Where must we exercise courage to rethink 
established practices and systems?

•	 How can care shape the way we design learning 
environments and work together?

This interactive forum will create space for dialogue and shared inquiry, 
recognizing that meaningful change emerges through collective 
engagement as much as through expertise. Shaped by questions and 
perspectives emerging from the audience, with a strong emphasis on 
including students’ questions, the keynote will unfold as a dynamic 
exchange, with Celine Cooper engaging participants to identify guid-
ing principles and practical insights for collaborative action.

Bio:  
Celine Cooper is the Managing Director of the Consortium of English-
language CEGEPs, Colleges and Universities of Quebec, and serves 
as the Director of the Bishop’s Forum at Bishop’s University. She 
leads collaborative initiatives advancing higher education and profes-
sional opportunity, democratic resilience, civic engagement, and youth 
leadership. She has served on several executive boards, including as 
President of the Association for Canadian Studies and President of 
the Fraser-Hickson Institute (minibiblioPLUS), and currently serves 
as a board member for the Montreal Institute for Global Security 
(MIGS). A former columnist with the Montreal Gazette and editor at 
The Canadian Encyclopedia, she has taught at Concordia University’s 
School of Community and Public Affairs and held policy roles with 
Canada’s federal government. Earlier in her career, she worked as an 
emergencies officer with UNICEF in Georgia supporting the expan-
sion of education, health, and child protection programs into conflict 
affected areas in the Southern Caucasus. Celine holds degrees from 
Queen’s and York universities and pursued doctoral studies at the 
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (OISE), University of Toronto.

Celine Cooper
DIRECTOR OF THE CONSORTIUM OF 

ENGLISH-LANGUAGE CEGEPS, COLLEGES AND 
UNIVERSITIES OF QUEBEC



Schedule at a glance | Résumé du programme

Day 1 – June 1, 2026

08:00–09:00 Coffee and Registration

09:00–10:15

Session T-01 Session S-03 Session T-07 Session S-02 Session I-01 Session T-12 Session T-13

Turning a Course into  
an Event

Saul Carliner, Giuliana 
Cucinelli (Concordia)

Adopting a Practical 
Approach to Specification 
Grading in the CEGEP Context

Julian Heidt, Marc Fricker, 
Aishwaria Dyuti (Heritage)

Naturally Flawed: A Glitch 
Pedagogy Approach to Online 
Learning

Theodor Stojanov (McGill)

Ethical and Responsible Uses 
of Artificial Intelligence in 
Higher Education: Faculty 
Narratives, Tensions, and 
Pedagogical Strategies

Neerusha Gokool (UdeM), 
Sara Hashem, 

Catherine Nygren, 
Aicha Mein, Jenny Doubt 

(Champ. St‑Lambert),  
Elena Naidenova (Vanier),  
Ivo Pendev, Ferenc Balogh 

(JAC)

AI‑Mediated Collaborative 
Learning in STEM: A Five‑year 
Systematic Review of the 
Literature

Yiran Lin (McGill ), 
Elizabeth Charles 

(Concordia),  
Neerusha Gokool (UdeM)

Scripting and Orchestration of 
Active Learning: Studies of a 
New Agentic Framework.

James Slotta (U. of T.), 
Preeti Raman,  

Rivan Jarjes (TMU)

Agentic-based Development 
of a Scientific-computing 
Platform

Chris Isaac Larnder, 
Etienne Portelance (JAC)

Out of the Classroom and 
into the Community: Stories 
and Strategies from CEGEP 
Teachers

Natalie Gibb (Heritage), 
Maxime Salonine (Vanier),  

Jaiseema Kaur Seyan 
(Heritage),  

Kurt Holfeld (Dawson), 
Susan Martin Kaller 

(Champ. St‑Lambert) 
Matthew Goldberg (Vanier)

Designing and Implementing 
Immersive VR Experiences 
in CEGEP Classrooms: A 
Collaborative Model

Annie-Hélène Samson, 
Selma Hamdani (Dawson)

Gamified Neurophysiology 
Education: Inclusive, 
Community-Engaged 
Approaches Using Low-Cost 
Electrophysiology Tools

Phoenix Plessas-Azurduy 
(McGill)

Designing Research Pathways 
Through Interinstitutional 
Collaboration: Co-Creating 
Mutually Beneficial Research 
Experiences

Meghan Marshall 
(Marianopolis),  

Alyna Wong (McGill), 
Xipei Huang (Marianopolis)

The CoLab: Co‑Creating 
Change through an Equitable 
School–University Partnership

Rachael Diamant, 
Christianne Loupelle (McGill), 

Rachel McCabe (Trafalgar), 
Nikki Lobczowski,  

Bruno da Costa,  
Lynn Butler-Kisber, 
Naz Boke (McGill), 

Anna Landry (Trafalgar)

Research Together: 
Collaboration and 
Relationship-Building in 
Student Research

Meghan Marshall, 
Simon Sabik (Marianopolis)

Exploring the Link Between 
Belief in Neuromyths and 
Academic Performance in 
Undergraduate Science 
Students

Cyrille Mvomo, 
Jean‑Christophe Boivin, 

Hilary Sweatman,  
Kira Smith, Armin Yazdani, 

Marcy Slapcoff (McGill)

What Students’ Words Reveal 
About Gendered Assessment 
Anxiety and Performance

Elizabeth Webb,  
Armin Yazdani,  

Véronique Brulé (McGill)

What Instructors and 
Researchers Can Learn about 
Supporting Motivation from 
Collaborating on Classroom 
Observational Research

Marianne Dubé,  
Romane Monnet, Jessica 

Hunter, Kristy Robinson 
(McGill)

Room: E-2021

Chair: Alexandra Pettit

Room: E-2022

Chair: Vikram Singh

Room: E-2023

Chair: Margo Echenberg

Room: E-2024

Chair: Marianne Lynch

Room: E-2025

Chair: Beth Acton

Room: E-4025

Chair: Aglaia Ruffino Jalles

Room: E-4026

Chair: Krista G Bulow

10:15–10:30
Break 

Pavillon E - 2nd floor

10h30–12h15
Welcome & Keynote

(Auditorium A-1600)

12h15–13h30 Lunch

13h30–14h45

Session I-02 Session S-08 Session I-07 Session T-16 Session T-10 Session T-03

Using Active Learning to Teach 
Active Learning: Pedagogical Best 
Practices for Teacher Education

Garrick Burron (U. of T.)

Draw Your Think

Liam Lachance, Kurt Holfeld 
(Dawson)

Teaching Computer Science in 
the Age of Generative AI: What 
Still Matters?

Kevin Casey (Vanier),  
Michael Deutsch (McGill),  

Eric Mayhew (Dawson),  
Elizabeth Poggie, Vikram Singh, 

Michael Haaf (JAC), Katrina 
Butler (Heritage)

Co-Creating Responsible AI 
Practices in Language Education: 
The Work of McGill’s Committee 
for Languages, Academic Integrity, 
and AI

Dolly Abi Mansour, 
Alejandra Barriales-Bouche 

(McGill), Juliane Bertrand (UQAM), 
Myung Hee Kim,  

Sun-Young Kim, Haluk Tuncay, 
Miguel G Sanchéz,  

María Orjuela-Laverde, 
Samantha Damay (McGill)

Designing Curriculum-Aligned 
AI Agents to Support Québec 
Educators: A Practical, Data-
Informed Framework

Christine Truesdale, Chris Colley 
(LEARN)

Learning Together: Step-ahead  
Mentoring in Undergraduate 
Qualitative Research Methods 
Courses

Christine Gibb (U. Ottawa)

What’s a Teaching Strategy that 
Supports Equity or Inclusion?: The 
Survey Results Are In!

Amanda Saxe,  
Char Lewis‑Sutherland, Hedi 

Jaza, Jennie Ferris (McGill)

Examining Group Work in 
Undergraduate CS - A Qualitative 
Analysis

Annie Le, Preeti Raman (TMU)

When You Go Hiking and 
Forget Your Water Purification 
Tablets—Problem-Based Learning 
Implemented in a Large General 
Chemistry Laboratory Class Setting: 
Challenges and Rewards

Irina Denisova (McGill)

Teaching and Learning in Maker 
Spaces: What is it, Really? And How 
Do We Make it Happen?

Jim Slotta, Doha Sayed,  
Yuna Zhang (U of Toronto)

A Simulator to Incorporate CRISPR 
into Introductory Biology Labs

Karl Laroche (Vanier), 
Neerusha Gokool (UdeM)

When Dsciplines Speak the Same 
Language… Differently: Epistemic 
Challenges of Interdisciplinary Co-design

Elizabeth Charles (Concordia), Kevin 
Lenton (Vanier), Annie‑Hélène Samson 

(Dawson)

Teachers at the Drawing Board: 
Designing Games for Science in a Low-
Resource Context

Kiran Qasim Ali, Anila Asghar (McGill)

Orchestrating Active Learning: How 
Teachers Mobilize Knowledge of 
Curriculum and Student to Sustain 
Instructional Coherence

Chao Zhang, Alain Breuleux (McGill)

Room: E-2021

Chair: Natalie Gibb 

Room: E-2022

Chair:  TBA

Room: E-2023

Chair: Maxim Salonine

Room: E-2024

Chair: Giulia Alberini

Room: E-4025

Chair: Pallavi Sirjoosingh

Room: E-4026

Chair: Maria-Graciela Hollm‑Delgado

14h45–15h00
Break 

Pavillon E - 2nd floor 

15h00–16h15

Session S-04 Session T-14 Session T-19 Session I-09 Session T-08 Session I-04

Build an Active Learning Classroom 
from Day One: Routines that 
Foster Community, Inclusion, and 
Engagement

Joan Butterworth (McGill), 
Tannia Ditchburn (Dawson)

How Are Instructional Designers 
Using AI? An Interim Report from 
a Study of Educational Specialists 
and Instructional Designers in 
Cegeps and Universities

Giuliana Cucinelli,  
Elizabeth Charles, Manuel 

David Torres Hall, Saul Carliner 
(Concordia)

From Product to Process: 
Design Principles for Research 
Assessments in the Age of AI

Maggie McDonnell, 
Lorelie Bouchard (U. Sherbrooke)

Results of a Trial Run of AI Marking 
and Question Writing

Ping Ng, Saul Carliner, 
Jasmine Teed, Julieta Galan, 

Kamran Shaikh, Vanessa McCance 
(Concordia)

Experiential Learning, Certificates, 
and Badges: Innovating at 
Champlain College, Saint-Lambert

Gabriel Flacks (Champlain/Linkr)

Building Transversal Skills for a 
Changing Job Market

Kevin Casey, Avery Rueb (Vanier)

The Creation of a Mind Movie to 
Promote Student Retention

Helen Stathopoulos, Roxana Yanez 
(Heritage)

Insécurité linguistique et prise 
de parole en français langue 
seconde : apports des pratiques 
collaboratives et d’une posture 
pédagogique compassionnelle

Ferial Kerboua (CEF)

Réussir le cours Électricité et 
magnétisme en français langue 
seconde

Caroline Viger (JAC), 
Kevin Lenton (Vanier), 

Nadim Boukhira (Dawson), 
Alain Ducharme (Bois de Boul.), 

Neerusha Gokool (UdeM)

Embedded Ethics: Training the Next 
Generation of Ethical Computer 
Scientists

Emma Tomiuk, 
Hugo Cossette‑Lefebvre, 

Armin Yazdani (McGill), 
Golnoosh Farnad (McGill/Mila)

Modular Unity-Based VR Safety 
Training Across Engineering 
Disciplines

Blaise Hanel (McGill)

Rehearsals: Digital Simulations for 
Ethics Learning

Suzana Neves, Rivan Jarjes, 
Preeti Raman (TMU)

Advancing Interprofessional 
Education at Dawson College: 
Mapping Shared Competencies 
and Objectives Across Seven 
Medical Technology Programs 
to Implement an Embedded IPE 
Program.

Krista Bulow, Sharon Clegg, 
Daniel Vescio (Dawson)

Aligning Values and Actions in 
Educational Development Work

Jennie Ferrism, 
Véronique Brulé (McGill), 

Ying Li (Concordia)

Room: E-2021

Chair: Jeffrey Gandell 

Room: E-2022

Chair: Susan Martin Kaller

Room: E-2023

Chair: Catherine Henderson

Room: E-2024

Chair: Hélène Nadeau

Room: E-4025

Chair: Justine Bell

Room: E-4026

Chair: Chao Zhang
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Schedule at a glance | Résumé du programme

Day 2 – June 2, 2026

08:00–09:00 Registration

09:00–10:15

Session I-03 Session T-05 Session T-18 Session T-15 Session S-05 Session S-01

Video Rubrics: Helping Students 
Make Sense of Assessment Criteria

Tim Campbell, Karl Laroche, 
Stacey DeWolfe (Vanier)

Practical Strategies to Implement 
Mastery Grading

Eric Mayhew (Dawson), 
Jacob Errington (McGill)

Designing a Student-Centred 
Open Source GenAI Literacy 
Program through Interdisciplinary 
Collaboration

Jennifer Banton (Concordia), 
Ali Sohrabi (eConcordia)

Online Academic Integrity Modules

Kim Muncey (Vanier)

Eye to eye with AI

Elisa Schaeffer (Collège LaSalle)

Addressing Failure in College 
Calculus: Design and Evaluation 
of an AI-Based Intelligent Tutoring 
System

Elena Naidenova (Vanier), 
Neerusha Gokool (UdeM), 

 Ferenc Balogh, Ivo Pendev, 
Derrick Chung (JAC), 

Mathilde Hitier (Dawson)

De l’analyse des conceptions au 
design pédagogique : intégrer 
l’IA dans la transformation de 
la compréhension en physique 
chez l’élève

Louis Trudel (U. Ottawa)

Évalue Ton Savoir: plateforme de 
questionnaires libre par et pour 
les étudiants

Christopher Fuhrman, 
Geneviève Savard, Jean‑Michel 
Lemay, Alexandra Nemery (ÉTS)

Pre-service Teachers Responses 
to Children’s Literature on Diverse 
Family Structures using Collage-
making

Maria Stergiou (McGill)

Culturally Responsive Science 
Teaching and Students’ 
Construction of Science Identities

Anila Asghar, Abdullah Najjar 
(McGill )

Queering Writing Pedagogies in 
the AI Era

Amanda Greer (McGill)

Helping Instructors with Everyday 
Teaching Challenges

Saul Carliner (Concordia)

Offering Enriching Integrative 
Projects to Graduating CEGEP 
Science Students

Christopher Gregg (Vanier)

Implementation of the New Science 
Integrative Project (IP) Course at 
Dawson

Chris Whittaker, 
Annie‑Hélène Samson, 

Hélène Nadeau (Dawson)

Experimenting with Interdisciplinary 
Co-Design

Phoebe Jackson, Beth Acton, 
Tania Peres (JAC)

Room: E-2021

Chair: Preeti Raman

Room: E-2022

Chair: Kurt Holfeld

Room: E-2023

Chair: Jérôme Quintin 

Room: E-2024

Chair: Tarasha Sharma

Room: E-4025

Chair: Britney Vu

Room: E-4026

Chair: TBA

10h15–10h30
Break 

Pavillon E - 2nd floor

10h30–12h
Keynote - Day 2  
(Auditorium A-1600)     

12h15–13h30 Lunch

12h45–13h30 Poster Session (Upper Atrium)

13h30–14h45

Session T-11 Session S-06 Session I-06 Session T-02 Session T-09 Session I-08

Aligning Assessment with Student-
Centered Pedagogical Methods

Laura Pavelka (McGill)

A Curriculum Integration Approach 
to Teaching Energy, Bonds, and 
Thermodynamics in Cell Biology

Karl Laroche, Rhys Adams (Vanier), 
Elizabeth Charles (Dawson/SALTISE), 

Michael Dugdale, Sean Hughes (JAC), 
Kevin Lenton (Vanier), Chao Zhang 

(McGill), Annie‑Hélène Samson, 
Mathilde Hitier, Jean‑Francois Briere 

(Dawson)

Conference-Based Learning in 
Engineering Education: A Case Study

Anahita Farahdel, Codruta Ignea, 
Véronique Brulé (McGill)

The GenAI Sandbox: From Low-Stakes 
AI Experiments to Facilitating for Your 
Own Context

Joel Trudeau, Robert Stephens (Dawson)

La conception éthique, le 
déploiement, les usages et 
l’adoption d’un tuteur intelligent 
en biologie au collégial

Bruno Poellhuber,  
Normand Roy (UdeM),  

Michel Desmarais (Poly), 
Floriane Ronzon (UdeM), 
Édith Gruslin (Ahuntsic),  

Katherine Poirier (Terrebonne)

Search & Adapt: Making SALTISE 
ALAs Work for You!

Kevin Casey, Marianne Lynch 
(Vanier), Beth Acton (JAC)

Co-Creating Bilingual Disciplinary 
Resources: A Students as Partners 
Approach at McGill University

Natallia Liakina, Chama Laassassy, 
María Orjuela‑Laverde (McGill)

Teaching Lab: When the Polycrisis 
Enters your Classroom

Naj Sumar, Jessica Bleuer 
(Concordia)

From Learners’ Needs to Curriculum 
Design: Developing a French for 
Academic Purposes Course

Omar Gamboa Gonzalez (McGill)

Teaching Start-Up: Co-creating 
Long-term Teaching Success for 
New Faculty Members via Paired 
Teaching

Warren Code (UBC)

Librarian Support for Education 
Research and Evidence-based 
Teaching in Science

April Colosimo (McGill)

Transforming the Institution 
Through Faculty Learning 
Communities

Jeff Gandell (Dawson)

The Purpose of Education 
in the Age of AI: Rethinking 
Learning Spaces and 
Collaboration

Laura Shillington (JAC)

Fostering Student Connection 
in the Age of AI

Reem Ramadan, Renee 
Pellissier (McGill)

Room: E-2021

Chair: Tarasha Sharma

Room: E-2022

Chair: Maria-Graciela Hollm-Delgado

Room: E-2023

Chair: Yann Brouillette

Room: E-2024

Chair:  Cathy Roy

Room: E-4025

Chair: Kurt Holfeld

Room: E-4026

Chair: Carmen Leung

14h45-15h00
Break 

Pavillon E - 2nd floor

15h00–16h15

Session S-07 Session T-04 Session T-06 Session I-05 Session S-09 Session T-17

Teaching for Engagement and 
Success: Innovative Pedagogy 
and Assessment in STEM Post-
Secondary Education

Romane Monnet,  
Sanheeta Shankar,  

Maureen McKeague,  
Pallavi Sirjoosingh, Jessica 

Hunter, Marianne Dubé, 
Giulia Alberini, Armin Yazdani, 

Véronique Brulé, Kristy Robinson 
(McGill )

From Inception to Pitch: Scaling 
Non-Technical AI Literacy for Digital 
Equity and Social Change

Lianna Della Vecchia, Judith Gerlich 
(Digital Moment)

Creating Online Modules with 
Student Partners: A Train the Trainer 
Program for Skills Development

Leigh Korey, Katherine Correia 
(McGill)

Empowering Digital Resilience: 
Community-Centered Education for 
Online Safety

Azfar Adib (Concordia)

Micro:bit and Machine Learning 
with CreateAI

Jeremy Martineau  
(Digital Moment)

Balancing Technical Rigor and 
Andragogy: A Case Study of 
Accelerated Online Certification for 
the Renewable Energy Sector

Imane Zergout  
(Gaspésie et des îles),  

Firdaus Zair (Collège Universel)

For Sudents, by Students: Lessons 
from Encode Canada’s Student-led 
Initiatives for Youth AI Literacy

Sophie Wu, Jovan Rohac 
(Encode Canada/McGill)

Inclusion en génie : comprendre, 
ressentir, agir

Eve Langelier (U. Sherbrooke), 
Marlène Clisson (ÉTS),  

Joëlle Pelletier-Nolet, Jade Brodeur 
(U. Sherbrooke)

Imagining Possibilities for 
Collaboration, Courage and Care 
with Contemplative Pedagogy

Josephine Guan, 
Cristina Galofre Gomez,  

Rosemary Reilly (Concordia)

Bridging the Disciplinary Divide: 
Culminating Insights from a 
Multi-Institutional Interdisciplinary 
Research-Practice Partnership

Kevin Lenton, Rhys Adams (Vanier), 
Elizabeth Charles (Dawson/SALTISE), 

Michael Dugdale, Sean Hughes (JAC), 
Karl Laroche (Vanier),  

Annie‑Hélène Samson,  
Jean‑Francois Briere,  

Mathilde Hitier (Dawson)

A Design-Space Framework for 
Responsible Generative AI Use in 
Programming Education

Anis Boubaker (ÉTS), Ying Fang 
(Central China Normal U)

Student Perceptions of AI Marking: 
Preliminary Results of a Survey of a 
Large Section Online Course

Saul Carliner, Samira Karim, 
Ping Ng, Vanessa McCance, 
Jasmine Teed, Julieta Galan, 
Kamran Shaikh (Concordia)

Room: E-2021

Chair: TBA

Room: E-2022

Chair: Talia Atallah

Room: E-2023

Chair: Aglaia Ruffino Jalles

Room: E-2024

Chair: Kevin Casey

Room: E-4025

Chair:  TBA

Room: E-4026

Chair: Chao Zhang

16h15 - 17h30
Awards & Fellow Recognition Cocktails Event  

(Salon du diplomé, E-2020 + Atrium)
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Conference Program Abstracts | Résumés du programme de la colloque

DAY 1 – June 1st

SESSIONS

9h00 - 10h15

Session T-01 - Talks 

Turning a Course into an Event

SAUL CARLINER, GIULIANA CUCINELLI (Concordia)

This session introduces alternatives to traditional course formats by 
exploring flexible scheduling and broader enrollment opportunities. 
Presenters showcase how courses can be opened to professionals 
and other audiences, highlighting pedagogical and financial benefits. 
The session also demonstrates strategies for transforming courses into 
engaging events through research activities, guest speakers, and social 
media initiatives, and shows how similar “wow” factors can enhance 
traditionally scheduled courses within a learning experience design 
framework.

Adopting a Practical Approach to Specification Grading in the 
CEGEP Context

JULIAN HEIDT, MARC FRICKER, AISHWARIA DYUTI (Heritage)

While specification grading has been taught as a great mechanism 
to promote meaningful competency-based education, its practical 
adoption in the CEGEP context remains elusive. In this session, we will 
be reviewing our process in designing a spec-based CEGEP course, 
informing the important documents needed to develop one, as well, 
providing session participants with local tools we have developed to 
help with the backward design process.

Naturally Flawed: A Glitch Pedagogy Approach to Online Learning

THEODOR STOJANOV (McGill)

Higher education institutions strive to implement seamless solu-
tions that yet inevitably produce glitches and gaps. Glitch pedagogy 
reframes these “errors” as opportunities rather than failures. Instead 
of striving for perfect systems, it encourages learning environments 
that are flexible, reflective, and responsive to breakdown. Like the real 
world, troubleshooting and imperfection become part of the process. 
This session will resonate with those in instructional design, online 
learning, and media production, offering a shift from fixing glitches to 
leveraging them pedagogically.

Session S-03 - Symposium 

Ethical and Responsible Uses of Artificial Intelligence in Higher 
Education: Faculty Narratives, Tensions, and Pedagogical Strategies

NEERUSHA GOKOOL (UdeM), SARA HASHEM, CATHERINE 
NYGREN, AICHA MEIN, JENNY DOUBT (Champ. St‑Lambert), 
ELENA NAIDENOVA (Vanier), IVO PENDEV, FERENC BALOGH 
( JAC)

Funded by the Entente Canada–Québec (ECQ), this symposium 
presents a qualitative, narrative-based inquiry into the ethical and 
responsible use of AI in higher education. Faculty stories from English 
and mathematics courses reveal concerns about plagiarism, dimin-
ished critical thinking, overreliance on AI, disciplinary authority, and 
limited AI literacy. In response, we present concrete strategies to foster 
responsible AI use, including explicit AI literacy instruction, transparent 
classroom policies, assessment redesign, and metacognitive support to 
promote critical engagement and ethical academic practices.

Session T-07 - Talks 

AI‑Mediated Collaborative Learning in STEM: A Five‑year 
Systematic Review of the Literature

YIRAN LIN (McGill), ELIZABETH CHARLES (Concordia), 
NEERUSHA GOKOOL (UdeM)

This presentation reports on a five‑year systematic review of empiri-
cal studies examining how AI agents support collaborative learning 
in higher‑education STEM. As part of a larger LAVIA‑funded study, 
we apply a four-level framework (Yan, 2025) — Adaptive Instrument 
to Peer Collaborator—to classify agent roles, with emphasis on 
co‑learning and peer‑like collaboration. Preliminary findings show 
few high‑agency implementations, revealing gaps and design oppor-
tunities. We conclude with implications and next steps: developing 
AI agents that support collaborative inquiry and shared knowledge 
construction.

Scripting and Orchestration of Active Learning: Studies of a New 
Agentic Framework

JAMES SLOTTA (U. of T.), PREETI RAMAN, RIVAN JARJES (TMU)

The SCripting and ORchestration Environment (SCORE) offers a tech-
nology infrastructure for active learning with a theoretical emphasis on 
learning communities. SCORE supports the design and enactment of 
collective forms of inquiry for small and large courses, allowing flexible 
and dynamic student grouping based on real-time analysis of student 
responses. It supports the formation and dynamic use of a community 
knowledge base, and new forms of learning analytics and assessment. 
We present studies of small and large courses and a makerspace.
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Agentic-based Development of a Scientific-computing Platform

CHRIS ISAAC LARNDER, ETIENNE PORTELANCE ( JAC)

There is an increasing demand for college-level science students 
with more advanced computational skills. An ideal environment for 
supporting such learning would be an online scientific-computing 
platform tailored to their specific pedagogical needs. Until the recent 
emergence of AI coding agents, such a platform would never have 
been considered due to its high cost in design, development and 
maintenance. Having undertaken such a project over the last 2 years, 
we share with the community our experiences and best practices.

Session S-02 - Symposium 

Out of the Classroom and into the Community: Stories and Strategies 
from CEGEP Teachers

NATALIE GIBB (Heritage), MAXIME SALONINE (Vanier),  
JAISEEMA KAUR SEYAN (Heritage), KURT HOLFELD (Dawson), 
SUSAN MARTIN KALLER (Champ. St‑Lambert),  
MATTHEW GOLDBERG (Vanier)

Join a multidisciplinary panel of CEGEP educators who connect their 
classes with the world beyond campus. Panelists will share stories 
of community-based learning experiences – from walking tours and 
live theatre to land-based activities led by Indigenous knowledge-
keepers – and reflect on how these experiences help students 
deepen understanding, challenge assumptions, develop real-world 
skills, and engage with diverse ways of knowing. You’ll gain practical 
strategies for planning and implementing community-based learning 
experiences, whether it’s a short local outing, a guest-led session on 
campus, or something more ambitious. Panelists will also offer candid 
reflections on the challenges they’ve faced and how they’ve navigated 
them. Whether you’re curious, hesitant, or ready to plan your next 
outing, this session offers actionable ideas, honest insights, and time to 
talk with colleagues about integrating field trips and community-based 
learning into your teaching.

Session I-01 - Interactive Sessions 

Designing and Implementing Immersive VR Experiences in CEGEP 
Classrooms: A Collaborative Model

ANNIE-HÉLÈNE SAMSON, SELMA HAMDANI (Dawson)

This session presents the collaborative design and classroom imple-
mentation of immersive virtual reality (VR) experiences at Dawson 
College. Developed with game designers and informed by psychology 
and biology faculty, these VR modules provide experiential simula-
tions of psychological conditions and gamified sensory-based learning 
in biology. The presentation outlines the development process, class-
room management strategies, and observed outcomes for students 
and teachers. Participants will gain practical insights for integrating VR 
meaningfully into CEGEP-level courses.

Gamified Neurophysiology Education: Inclusive, Community-
Engaged Approaches Using Low-Cost Electrophysiology Tools

PHOENIX PLESSAS-AZURDUY (McGill)

The ThinkSci Outreach Program, founded at McGill University, expands 
access to neurophysiology through gamified, learner-centered, hands-
on electrophysiology. In this 35-minute workshop, participants act as 
neurophysiologists, recording real-time neural signals from live tissue 
using the low-cost SpikerBox. Through collaborative, design-thinking 
challenges, attendees engage in active, inquiry-driven learning. Led 
by diverse trainees, ThinkSci integrates near-peer mentorship and 
inclusive practices to reduce barriers and foster belonging, scientific 
identity, and enthusiasm for neuroscience among underrepresented 
students.

Session T-12 - Talks 

Designing Research Pathways Through Interinstitutional 
Collaboration: Co-Creating Mutually Beneficial Research 
Experiences

MEGHAN MARSHALL, XIPEI HUANG (Marianopolis)

Access to authentic research experiences is a key driver of STEM persis-
tence, yet access remains uneven for CEGEP students. This presenta-
tion examines an interinstitutional model grounded in intentional 
relationship-building that expands access to early research training 
while strengthening mentoring and teaching in university laboratories. 
Developed through a Fonds de Recherche du Québec, Santé-funded 
collaboration between Marianopolis College and the McGill Stem Cell 
Bioprocessing Laboratory, the model combines grant-funded research 
positions with structured mentoring, demonstrating the power of 
relationship-centred collaboration.

The CoLab: Co‑Creating Change through an Equitable  
School–University Partnership

RACHAEL DIAMANT, CHRISTIANNE LOUPELLE (McGill), 
RACHEL MCCABE (Trafalgar), NIKKI LOBCZOWSKI,  
BRUNO DA COSTA, LYNN BUTLER-KISBER, NAZ BOKE (McGill), 
ANNA LANDRY (Trafalgar)

The McGill–Trafalgar CoLab reimagines the lab school as an equi-
table research–practice partnership where teachers, students, and 
researchers co-investigate classroom problems, co- design studies, and 
co-interpret findings. This session foregrounds student perspectives, 
including graduate students, as central to shaping this work. Grounded 
in pillars connecting research and practice and sustaining collabora-
tion, the CoLab operates through initiatives like the Open Classroom 
Series and co-governance structures. Aligned with co-creating change, 
we share lessons, tools, and evidence of reciprocal learning.
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Research Together: Collaboration and Relationship-Building in the 
Science Fair Program

MEGHAN MARSHALL, SIMON SABIK (Marianopolis)

Authentic student research depends on intentional relationships 
that support learners as collaborators and emerging researchers. In 
this ECQ-funded Science Fair Program, grounded by a Community 
of Inquiry model, CEGEP students are guided through workshops, 
mentoring, and peer collaboration to deliver a research or design proj-
ect from topic development to dissemination. 17 teams participated, 
with some advancing to the international level. Results show strong 
engagement; while retention and student time constraints remain, the 
program helped cultivate curious and engaged lifelong learners.

Session T-13 - Talks 

Exploring the Link Between Belief in Neuromyths and Academic 
Performance in Undergraduate Science Students

CYRILLE MVOMO, JEAN‑CHRISTOPHE BOIVIN,  
HILARY SWEATMAN, KIRA SMITH, ARMIN YAZDANI,  
MARCY SLAPCOFF (McGill)

Neuromyths are common misconceptions about how the brain works. 
This study examined whether these beliefs are linked to academic 
performance. As part of McGill’s SciLearn program, students complet-
ed a 10‑item neuromyth questionnaire before and after a workshop 
on learning strategies. Students displayed a wide range of neuromyth 
beliefs and those who showed larger reductions in neuromyths post 
workshop earned higher final grades. These results suggest that 
correcting neuromyths through neuroscience‑informed workshops 
may improve academic performance by encouraging effective learning 
strategies.

What Students’ Words Reveal About Gendered Assessment Anxiety 
and Performance

ELIZABETH WEBB, ARMIN YAZDANI,  
VÉRONIQUE BRULÉ (McGill)

Gender differences in assessment-related anxiety and study prepa-
ration may impact academic performance. Using survey data from 
440 students across eight undergraduate science courses at McGill 
University, we analyzed open‑ended responses with a keyword-based 
approach. Women more often used anxiety and confidence-related 
language, men more often neutral language . Rehearsal strategies 
were slightly more common among women. This provides insights 
for instructors on student preparation and affect during assessments, 
possibly informing assessment design, instructional support, and inter-
ventions to reduce assessment-related anxiety.

What Instructors and Researchers Can Learn about Supporting 
Motivation from Collaborating on Classroom Observational Research

MARIANNE DUBÉ, ROMANE MONNET, JESSICA HUNTER, 
KRISTY ROBINSON (McGill)

Using observations to study motivation in real classrooms can help 
answer researchers’ questions, improve classroom environments, and 
allow instructors and researchers to collaborate towards common 
goals. In this talk, we describe our recent project using classroom 
observations and instructor surveys to understand the manifestation of 
competence-supportive teaching strategies in STEM undergraduate 
classrooms, highlighting and explaining differences between obser-
vations and instructor reports. Our work shows how instructors can 
benefit from observational research while helping researchers better 
understand motivationally supportive teaching.

SESSIONS

13h30–14h45

Session I-02 - Interactive Sessions

Using Active Learning to Teach Active Learning: Pedagogical Best 
Practices for Teacher Education

GARRICK BURRON (U. of T.)

This session examines how teacher educators at the University of 
Toronto use active learning to teach active learning, drawing on find-
ings from the ENCORE Lab’s study of three active learning classrooms. 
The presentation highlights common instructional practices, the role of 
space and tools, and outcomes showing improved teacher‑candidate 
attitudes and increased practicum adoption of active learning. 
Participants will engage in collaborative design activities and reflective 
revision to experience how active learning pedagogy can effectively 
model itself in teacher education.

Draw Your Think

LIAM LACHANCE, KURT HOLFELD (Dawson)

Visual thinking is a powerful tool for learning, problem-solving and 
communication. In this workshop, we explore processes and methods 
to apply visual thinking across disciplines and to integrate it at various 
levels of course work with Active Learning strategies. We especially 
welcome participants from disciplines not typically associated with 
the production of visual work.  Bring your favourite drawing tools to 
the workshop! Additional supplies will be available for attendees to 
participate in the workshop activities.
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Session S-08 - Symposium

Teaching Computer Science in the Age of Generative AI:  
What Still Matters?

KEVIN CASEY (Vanier), MICHAEL DEUTSCH (McGill),  
ERIC MAYHEW (Dawson), ELIZABETH POGGIE, VIKRAM SINGH, 
MICHAEL HAAF ( JAC), KATRINA BUTLER (Heritage)

Generative AI is reshaping Computer Science education faster than 
programs can adapt. Students now use AI to complete work that once 
developed core skills, while industry expectations shift toward new 
competencies. This panel brings together CEGEP instructors to discuss 
what they are observing in their classrooms, how they are respond-
ing, and which fundamentals remain essential. Rather than presenting 
finished solutions, the session invites collective reflection and practical 
exchange across disciplines facing similar challenges.

Session I-07 - Interactive Sessions

Co-Creating Responsible AI Practices in Language Education:  
The Work of McGill’s Committee for Languages, Academic Integrity, 
and AI

DOLLY ABI MANSOUR, ALEJANDRA BARRIALES-BOUCHE (McGill), 
JULIANE BERTRAND (UQAM), MYUNG HEE KIM,  
SUN-YOUNG KIM, HALUK TUNCAY, MIGUEL G SANCHÉZ, 
MARÍA ORJUELA-LAVERDE, SAMANTHA DAMAY (McGill)

In Fall 2024, McGill’s French Language Centre created the Committee 
for Languages, Academic Integrity and AI (CLAI) to support emerg-
ing pedagogical needs related to generative AI in language teaching. 
Bringing together instructors, staff, students, and researchers, the 
committee develops practical approaches that enhance learning, 
reduce plagiarism, and uphold academic integrity. This presentation 
shares effective activities, processes, and community-building strate-
gies, highlighting adaptable practices that foster sustainable collabora-
tion across language programs responding to AI‑driven pedagogical 
change.

Designing Curriculum-Aligned AI Agents to Support Québec 
Educators: A Practical, Data-Informed Framework

CHRISTINE TRUESDALE, CHRIS COLLEY (LEARN)

As AI tools increasingly enter classrooms, their effectiveness depends 
on how well they align with curriculum, pedagogy, and teacher realities. 
This session presents a practitioner-informed framework for designing 
customized AI agents grounded in Québec’s MEQ curriculum and 
real educator feedback. Rather than relying on generic AI chatbots, 
we build focused, role-specific agents designed for clearly defined 
teaching purposes. Using survey data, tutor feedback, and classroom 
consultation, we identify recurring instructional challenges and design 
agents to address them. Examples include an AI Science Tutor target-
ing common misconceptions, a Differentiation Agent supporting 
pedagogical flexibility, and a Preschool Observation Tool aligned 
with competency-based documentation practices. Our five-phase 
development cycle integrates needs analysis, curriculum embed-
ding, safeguard design (including Bill 25 compliance), pilot testing, 
and iterative refinement. Early implementation insights highlight the 

importance of clearly defined AI roles, transparency about limitations, 
and strong curriculum anchoring to build teacher trust. Participants will 
gain a practical, adaptable framework for developing context-sensitive 
AI tools that strengthen instruction while preserving teacher agency 
and professional judgment.

Session T-16 - Talks

Learning Together: Step-ahead Mentoring in Undergraduate 
Qualitative Research Methods Courses

CHRISTINE GIBB (U. Ottawa)

This talk explores step-ahead mentoring within an upper-year under-
graduate qualitative research methods course. The course revolves 
around a semester-long group project in which students gain hands-on 
experience in the full research cycle. To support learning, each group is 
paired with a graduate student mentor—someone a step ahead in their 
academic journey—who acts as a reflective guide and methodological 
sounding board. The talk draws on several years of testing this model, 
considering the benefits and challenges of step-ahead mentoring.

What’s a Teaching Strategy that Supports Equity or Inclusion?:  
The survey results are in!

AMANDA SAXE, CHAR LEWIS-SUTHERLAND, HEDI JAZA, 
JENNIE FERRIS (McGill)

In Fall 2025, around 370 students at our large, research-intensive 
university responded to a survey inviting them to share a teaching 
strategy that supports equity or inclusion, based on their experiences 
in a university course. In this session, the research team will share the 
survey background, methodology, results, and discuss implications 
and lessons learned along the way. Session attendees will reflect on 
the results’ relevance to their courses and consider how the lessons 
learned may apply to future student outreach efforts in attendees’ 
respective local contexts.

Examining Group Work in Undergraduate CS -  
A Qualitative Analysis

ANNIE LE, PREETI RAMAN (TMU)

We sampled 80 student reflections from an undergraduate computer 
science (CS) course, each drawn from authentic group project arti-
facts, and conducted a reflexive thematic analysis to identify recurring 
points of conflict in CS students’ collaborative experiences. The result-
ing themes were interpreted through Engeström’s Activity Theory, 
enabling a deeper analysis of these tensions and aiming to clarify what 
stands between CS curricula and the intended learning benefits of 
group work.
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Session T-10 - Talks

When You Go Hiking and Forget Your Water Purification Tablets—
Problem-Based Learning Implemented in a Large General Chemistry 
Laboratory Class Setting: Challenges and Rewards

IRINA DENISOVA (McGill)

Problem Based Learning (PBL) can be a powerful alternative to tradi-
tional “cooking book” style laboratory experiments. This presentation 
will describe the implementation of the PBL in a large (>1000 students) 
General Chemistry Lab class over two consecutive Winter semesters 
at McGill. The stepwise project design, the need for TA training and 
for heavy scaffolding will be discussed. The results will be presented 
from the perspective of all the agents involved in the process, namely 
students, Teaching Assistants and the instructor.

Teaching and Learning in Maker Spaces: What is it, Really? And How 
Do We Make it Happen?

JAMES SLOTTA, DOHA SAYED, YUNA ZHANG (U. of T.)

This paper presents our inquiry into the nature of teaching and learn-
ing in makerspaces: What are the forms of interaction that characterize 
effective learning in a makerspace? What kind of activities are effective 
for learning? What is learned and how is that learning distinct from 
more traditional didactic forms of pedagogy? To help a classroom of 
future teachers collectively explore these questions, we developed a 
curriculum focused on critical making and reflection around the value 
and processes of their learning.

A Simulator to Incorporate CRISPR into Introductory Biology Labs

KARL LAROCHE (Vanier), NEERUSHA GOKOOL (UdeM)

This presentation will showcase a new simulator tool developed to allow 
students to explore the use of cutting-edge lab approaches in authentic 
and inquiry-based scientific contexts. The specific tool developed 
and illustrated here focuses on using the CRISPR-Cas9 gene editing 
approach within the context of a research study published by a lab at 
Concordia university.  Using the simulator, students first design simpli-
fied versions of CRISPR gene-editing tools and test these, mimicking a 
lab which is currently being used in the Cellular Biology course at Vanier 
college to introduce students to CRISPR technology. After designing 
the CRISPR tools, students design a basic research study, using these 
tools to answer a simple research question which happens to be a small 
subsidiary question addressed using CRISPR from the study published 
by the Concordia lab. Students are provided with the research paper 
and supporting context to help scaffold their study design choices, and 
the simulator also makes direct reference to the study itself, the research 
lab, and the scientists involved, to help students recognize and appreci-
ate the authenticity of their work. Ultimately, the simulator will export 
data reflective of student choices and the authentic context of the 
research question, and teachers can have students analyze these data 
and write reports.  While this simulator is fairly specifically designed 
for introductory biology courses, this approach can and will eventu-
ally be expanded to other tools that are used within other authentic 
contexts. Thus, while this presentation will walk through the specifics of 
the simulator and allow participants to play with it, the approach itself 
will equally be highlighted as a possible solution for how to overcome 
laboratory constraints and incorporate inquiry into lab curricula, as well 
as for how to help address needs of diverse learners.

Session T-03 - Talks

When Disciplines Speak the Same Language… Differently: Epistemic 
Challenges of Interdisciplinary Co-design

ELIZABETH CHARLES (Concordia), KEVIN LENTON (Vanier), 
ANNIE-HÉLÈNE SAMSON (Dawson)

Reporting on a PAREA-funded study examining the epistemic chal-
lenges of interdisciplinary co design through a qualitative case analysis 
of a paired biology–psychology course, this presentation traces how 
two instructors negotiated disciplinary assumptions, refined shared 
activities, and aligned pedagogical goals across seven recorded design 
sessions. Grounded in socio-cultural learning theory and boundary 
object theory, the analysis highlights co-design as a socio-material 
process of reflective refinement, offering practitioners actionable 
insights for creating integrated learning experiences across disciplinary 
boundaries.

Teachers at the Drawing Board: Designing Games for Science in a 
Low-Resource Context

KIRAN QASIM ALI, ANILA ASGHAR (McGill)

Research on game-based learning in science education has focused 
primarily on digital or externally designed games, with limited atten-
tion to teacher-designed classroom games. This work examines how 
teachers from low‑resource schools collaborated to support each other 
in designing low‑cost analog science games. Through peer critique and 
iterative revision, teachers shifted game design from recall-based tasks 
toward scientific reasoning and problem-solving to support students’ 
engagement and academic achievement. They exercised individual 
and collective agency to creatively address institutional constraints.

Orchestrating Active Learning: How Teachers Mobilize Knowledge of 
Curriculum and Student to Sustain Instructional Coherence

CHAO ZHANG, ALAIN BREULEUX (McGill)

Pedagogical content knowledge conceptualizes curriculum and 
student knowledge as interdependent components guiding 
instruction, yet less is known about how their integration constructs 
coherence in classroom discourse. Using discourse analysis of 
six CEGEP physics lessons, we examine how teachers mobilize 
understanding of students’ prior learning, anticipated difficulties, and 
curricular trajectories to sequence, frame, and connect tasks. Findings 
show integration operates across multiple coherence levels. This 
study offers a dynamic account of PCK enactment, clarifying teachers’ 
role in sustaining active learning coherence.
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SESSIONS

15h00–16h15

Session S-04 - Symposium

Build an Active Learning Classroom from Day One: Routines that 
Foster Community, Inclusion, and Engagement

JOAN BUTTERWORTH (McGill), TANNIA DITCHBURN (Dawson)

This hands-on workshop explores how active learning routines can 
transform classrooms into inclusive, engaging communities where 
students are prepared to participate, take risks, and learn together. 
Participants will actively engage in icebreakers that build connec-
tion, content-based class openers that prepare students for learning, 
micro-breaks that reduce cognitive overload, and class-ending class-
room assessment techniques that promote reflection and feedback, 
all of which can be done in approximately 5 minutes. Each strat-
egy is modeled live, allowing participants to experience the learner’s 
perspective and consider how these approaches might translate to 
their discipline.  

Session T-14 - Talks

How Are Instructional Designers Using AI? An Interim Report from 
a Study of Educational Specialists and Instructional Designers in 
Cegeps and Universities

GIULIANA CUCINELLI, ELIZABETH CHARLES,  
MANUEL DAVID TORRES HALL, SAUL CARLINER (Concordia)

As AI tools increasingly support tasks such as planning, assessment, and 
content creation, the role of instructional designers in both corporate 
and academic settings is undergoing significant change. This presenta-
tion reports on a qualitative case study examining how instructional 
designers and pedagogical counsellors in higher education are inte-
grating artificial intelligence into their work. Using a focus‑group 
methodology, the study explores current practices, motivations, 
and perceptions of AI’s impact on effectiveness and employability. 
Preliminary findings will be shared at the conference.

From Product to Process: Design Principles for Research Assessments 
in the Age of AI

MAGGIE MCDONNELL, LORELIE BOUCHARD (U. Sherbrooke)

Generative AI has disrupted traditional writing-based assessments, 
particularly the annotated bibliography. When AI can produce fluent 
summaries instantly, educators must ask if such tasks still assess intend-
ed learning outcomes. This presentation shares design principles from 
a framework that shifts the focus from written products to epistemic 
judgment and research decision-making.  The approach replaces stan-
dard summarization with four components: annotated search screen-
shots with reflective narration, visual thematic mapping, metacognitive 
research narratives, and collaborative panels. Currently piloted in 
a CEGEP Geography course with upcoming implementation in the 

Master Teacher Program, this model makes student thinking visible 
through multimodal process documentation.  Grounded in authentic 
assessment and AI-aware design, the framework embodies the confer-
ence themes of courage, care, and collaboration. Preliminary observa-
tions from the Geography pilot suggest that prioritizing process over 
product strengthens student engagement with research as an intel-
lectual practice while mitigating inappropriate AI use. Attendees will 
receive transferable design principles and resources adaptable across 
various academic disciplines and institutional contexts.

Results of a Trial Run of AI Marking and Question Writing

PING NG, SAUL CARLINER, JASMINE TEED, JULIETA GALAN, 
KAMRAN SHAIKH, VANESSA MCCANCE (Concordia)

This presentation reports on a trial exploring several applications of AI 
to support assessment in a large online undergraduate course. Building 
on prior work using AI to generate scenarios and multiple choice 
questions, the study examines AI assisted creation of open question 
prompts, rubric generation, and experimental AI marking of essay 
responses. These efforts aim to enhance consistency, manage high 
enrolment, and reduce workload. Preliminary findings on feasibility 
and effectiveness will be shared.

Session T-19 - Talks

Experiential Learning, Certificates, and Badges: Innovating at 
Champlain College, Saint-Lambert

GABRIEL FLACKS (Champlain/Linkr)

Launched in 2022, Champlain College’s Millennium Certificates 
Program (MCP) recognizes experiential, co-curricular learning. 
By 2025, it reached capacity, supporting 50+ new students annu-
ally. Participants earn themed certificates and digital badges through 
mentored, flexible learning across coursework and real-world experi-
ences. This presentation highlights MCP’s grassroots design, core 
mechanics, and growth, offering a practical framework for institutions 
seeking to replicate or adapt a scalable, student-centered certificate 
program.

Building Transversal Skills for a Changing Job Market

KEVIN CASEY, AVERY RUEB (Vanier)

Graduates of CEGEP technical programs are entering a changing 
workplace. Developing transversal skills such as collaboration, time 
management, and professionalism will keep them resilient. We are 
working with employers to learn what transversal skills they value in 
new employees, implementing mentorship programs for students, 
and creating games to help students develop the skills they’ll need in 
today’s job market. Join us as we share progress and challenges in our 
attempts to integrate transversal skills training in the CEGEP context.
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The Creation of a Mind Movie to Promote Student Retention

HELEN STATHOPOULOS, ROXANA YANEZ (Heritage) 

Grounded in a pragmatic framework, this participatory study 
included the collaboration of diverse cégep students to co-create a 
“mind movie”—a short inspirational video featuring campus imagery, 
affirmations, common challenges, and the shared goal of graduation. 
Students contributed to filming, content development, and evaluative 
feedback, reflecting on its influence on their visualization of academic 
success. Preliminary findings indicate the mind movie fosters strong 
engagement, enthusiasm, and positive perceptions of students’ 
educational pathways and future achievement.

Session I-09 - Interactive Sessions

Insécurité linguistique et prise de parole en français langue seconde : 
apports des pratiques collaboratives et d’une posture pédagogique 
compassionnelle

FERIAL KERBOUA (CEF)

L’insécurité linguistique constitue un frein important à la participation 
orale en français langue seconde en contexte universitaire. Cette 
communication examine comment des pratiques collaboratives et 
une posture pédagogique compassionnelle peuvent contribuer à 
réduire cette insécurité et à encourager la prise de risques langagiers. 
S’appuyant sur des données quantitativesrecueillies à l’aide de ques-
tionnaire et d’observations de situations de classe. L’étude met en 
évidence le rôle des environnements pédagogiques inclusifs dans le 
renforcement de l’engagement et de la confiance linguistique.

Réussir le cours Électricité et magnétisme en français langue seconde

CAROLINE VIGER ( JAC), KEVIN LENTON (Vanier),  
NADIM BOUKHIRA (Dawson), ALAIN DUCHARME (Bois de Boul.), 
NEERUSHA GOKOOL (UdeM)

Conférence bilingue. Notre équipe développe des outils pour des 
apprenants du cours Électricité et magnétisme qui ont le français pour 
langue seconde. Nous présenterons nos travaux à ce jour et nous sollic-
iterons l’avis du public sur le travail accompli et la suite. Cet atelier inté-
ressera les enseignants de physique et les conseillers pédagogiques 
souhaitant intégrer la Conception Universelle de l’Apprentissage 
et des pratiques inclusives dans des contextes disciplinaires à forte 
exigence conceptuelle et caractérisés par une diversité linguistique.

Session T-08 - Talks

Embedded Ethics: Training the Next Generation  
of Ethical Computer Scientists

EMMA TOMIUK, HUGO COSSETTE-LEFEBVRE,  
ARMIN YAZDANI (McGill), GOLNOOSH FARNAD (McGill/Mila)

Computer science technologies raise ethical concerns, including 
bias, safety, and privacy. McGill integrated ethics modules inspired 
by Harvard’s Embedded EthiCS into seven undergraduate computer 
science courses to help students address such issues. Our early evalua-
tion results show that students who completed these modules showed 
higher confidence in identifying and analyzing ethical problems, 
suggesting that embedded ethics instruction effectively strengthens 
ethical reasoning and supports more reflective engagement with 
technological impacts and decision‑making skills in computer science.

Modular Unity-Based VR Safety Training Across Engineering 
Disciplines

BLAISE HANEL (McGill)

Safety training is essential in engineering education, yet traditional 
methods often fail to engage students. We developed bilingual Unity-
based VR/AR safety modules combining 3D environments and interac-
tive 360 panoramas. The modular system supports language toggles 
and LMS tracking. Student testing informed usability improvements. 
By blending gamified simulations with real lab imagery, the modules 
supplement in-person instruction and improve hazard awareness. This 
presentation summarizes completed modules, iterative development, 
and lessons learned deploying bilingual VR/AR safety training across 
engineering programs.

Rehearsals: Digital Simulations for Ethics Learning

SUZANA NEVES, RIVAN JARJES, PREETI RAMAN (TMU)

Although the calls for ethics in Computer Science (CS) education 
and efforts made to answer the calls have been longstanding, there 
currently exists fear and urgency regarding the threats made possible 
with AI. As simulations have been shown to be effective in higher 
education we present Rehearsals, an intelligent digital simulation tool 
for active and immersive learning. In our study use of the tool was 
shown to significantly increase student scores on the Critical Reflection 
and Agency in Computing Index.

Session I-04 - Interactive Sessions

Advancing Interprofessional Education at Dawson College: 
Mapping Shared Competencies and Objectives Across Seven Medical 
Technology Programs to Implement an Embedded IPE Program.

KRISTA BULOW, SHARON CLEGG, DANIEL VESCIO (Dawson)

This presentation highlights findings from our ECQ project at Dawson 
College, examining competency overlap across seven medical tech-
nology and social service programs. Using competency mapping, 
shared faculty-identified objectives, and Canadian Interprofessional 
Health Collaborative IPE domains, we developed tailored IPE path-
ways for each discipline. This work supports coordinated learning to 
enhance collaboration, role clarity, and readiness for team-based care. 
Attendees are encouraged to engage throughout by asking questions 
at any time as we share our process, challenges, and successes.

Aligning Values and Actions in Educational Development Work

JENNIE FERRIS, VÉRONIQUE BRULÉ (McGill), YING LI (Concordia)

As educational developers, we routinely help faculty align learning 
outcomes, assessments, and teaching strategies. However, do we make 
equally explicit the alignment between our own values and approach-
es? In this interactive session, we share two educational development 
initiatives from different universities to surface how values shape 
design choices. Through guided reflection and peer exchange, partici-
pants will articulate their values, examine how those values show up in 
practice, and identify concrete ways to enact and communicate them 
more intentionally across contexts.
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DAY 2 – June 2nd

SESSIONS

9h00 - 10h15

Session I-03 - Interactive Sessions

Video Rubrics: Helping Students Make Sense of Assessment Criteria

TIM CAMPBELL, KARL LAROCHE, STACEY DEWOLFE (Vanier)

A video rubric is an interactive video in which teachers record them-
selves explaining an assignment’s instructions and guidelines. The 
interactivity comes when students are prompted with questions 
throughout the video. This tool is designed to support students in 
writing and to mitigate the time gap between the teacher delivering 
instructions and the student completing the assessment. The present-
ers will share their experiences designing video rubrics and report the 
students’ perspectives of the pedagogical tool on their learning and 
stress.

Practical Strategies to Implement Mastery Grading

ERIC MAYHEW (Dawson), JACOB ERRINGTON (McGill)

Mastery grading offers promise in addressing the shortcomings of 
traditional grading, whether it be better accuracy, student engage-
ment, or improved learning. But beyond the education theory, how 
do you actually implement mastery grading in your course? Join our 
workshop to explore mastery grading models and their trade offs. This 
workshop is perfect for teachers looking to implement mastery in their 
own teaching but don’t know where to start.

Session T-05 - Talks

Designing a Student-Centred Open Source GenAI Literacy Program 
through Interdisciplinary Collaboration

JENNIFER BANTON (Concordia), ALI SOHRABI (eConcordia)

As GenAI tools become embedded in students’ academic lives, post-
secondary institutions face increasing pressure to provide guidance 
that goes beyond policy statements and academic misconduct warn-
ings. This presentation describes a practice-based design case focused 
on pedagogical choices in the creation of GenAI QuickStart, a modular, 
student-facing program developed through cross-unit interdisciplinary 
collaboration between Concordia and McGill Universities to support 
ethical, critical, and pedagogically sound use of generative AI across 
disciplines and study levels. Rather than positioning AI as either a 
prohibited shortcut or a universal solution, the program frames GenAI 
use as contextual academic decision-making shaped by learning goals, 
disciplinary norms, and instructor expectations. Developed collab-
oratively by Concordia and McGill Libraries, eConcordia, Concordia 
University’s Learning Services, the Centre for Teaching and Learning, 

Student Advocacy, and Graduate Professional Skills units, the initiative 
consists of five short modules addressing AI tools, learning support, 
academic integrity, faculty expectations, and graduate research use. 
As an open educational resources currently available in English, with 
a French version in development, the modules invite participants to 
consider how similar approaches might be adapted within their own 
institutional contexts to support student agency and academic integ-
rity in the evolving GenAI landscape.

Online Academic Integrity Modules

KIM MUNCEY (Vanier)

This presentation explores the initiative implemented at Vanier 
College to foster a culture of academic integrity: the online modules 
that are compulsory for all new students: All About Academic Integrity.  
These five interactive modules educate students on ethical academic 
practices and their responsibilities in that regard, looking at what 
integrity means, as well as misconduct, plagiarism, navigating genera-
tive AI, and students’ resources. The presentation will demonstrate 
the content of the modules, their features, which include integrative 
activities and practical scenarios from across disciplines. It will then 
discuss how these modules are being implemented.  This presentation 
offers valuable insights into how the modules support the College’s 
institutional standards and how they empower students in respect to 
academic integrity.

Eye to Eye with AI

ELISA SCHAEFFER (Collège LaSalle)

Clarity is key when communicating to students the “do’s and don’ts” 
of Generative AI use during assessments. Establishing a set of coher-
ent descriptions, accompanied by easy-to-recognize visuals, can 
reduce stress and confusion among students. However, making and 
communicating such choices can be stressful and confusing for teach-
ers with diverse skillsets and attitudes towards AI. In this talk, we share 
experiences of the adoption of a five-level AI assessment scale at 
college level — from no AI use permitted through to AI as a necessary 
ingredient of the work itself — including the steps, the obstacles, and 
the concrete lessons learned.

Session T-18 - Talks

Addressing Failure in College Calculus: Design and Evaluation  
of an AI-Based Intelligent Tutoring System

ELENA NAIDENOVA (Vanier), NEERUSHA GOKOOL (UdeM), 
FERENC BALOGH, IVO PENDEV, DERRICK CHUNG ( JAC), 
MATHILDE HITIER (Dawson)

Funded through the Entente Canada–Québec (ECQ), this presenta-
tion focuses on the design, implementation, and evaluation of Calculus 
Buddy, an AI-based intelligent tutoring system developed to support 
learning in college calculus. Grounded in research on self-regulated 
learning, the system integrates adaptive academic scaffolding with 
metacognitive support. Findings indicate that students perceived 
Calculus Buddy as useful for strengthening their understanding of 
differentiation rules, while reporting ease of use and positive learning 
experiences.
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De l’analyse des conceptions au design pédagogique : intégrer l’IA 
dans la transformation de la compréhension en physique chez l’élève

LOUIS TRUDEL (U. Ottawa)

La recherche sur les conceptions alternatives des élèves a profondé-
ment marqué la didactique des sciences, mais son influence sur les 
pratiques d’enseignement demeure limitée. Pour remédier à cette 
situation, nous proposons de mieux intégrer l’analyse des conceptions 
d’élèves à la planification des activités d’apprentissage dans le cadre 
d’un modèle systémique de la compréhension scientifique. Pour ce 
faire, l’intelligence artificielle sera utilisée pour soutenir le diagnostic, 
la génération de stratégies et la régulation pédagogique. Un exemple 
est présenté.

Évalue Ton Savoir : plateforme de questionnaires  
libre par et pour les étudiants

CHRISTOPHER FUHRMAN, GENEVIÈVE SAVARD,  
JEAN‑MICHEL LEMAY, ALEXANDRA NEMERY (ÉTS)

Dans le cadre de l’apprentissage actif, les systèmes de réponse en 
classe (Socrative, Wooclap, etc.) ont grandement gagné en popularité 
pour favoriser l’engagement et l’évaluation formative. Cependant, les 
coûts de licence et les contraintes de personnalisation peuvent limiter 
leur adoption. Cette présentation introduit Évalue Ton Savoir (evalsa.
etsmtl.ca), une plateforme de sondage interactive, gratuite et libre, 
développée à l’ÉTS. Fruit d’une collaboration interdisciplinaire de 
trois ans entre des professeurs de mathématiques, de design et de 
génie logiciel, Evalsa se distingue par son modèle de développe-
ment. La plateforme est élaborée par la communauté étudiante dans 
le cadre de projets de fin d’études et de stages en génie logiciel, 
transformant la création de l’outil en un laboratoire d’apprentissage 
authentique, en cohérence avec les principes de l’apprentissage actif 
et de l’apprentissage expérientiel. Nous présentons l’évolution de la 
plateforme et ses fonctionnalités clés, ainsi qu’une comparaison struc-
turée avec des outils existants selon des critères de coût, extensibilité, 
etc. Nous discutons également des conséquences d’un modèle « par 
les étudiants, pour les étudiants », visant la pérennité et l’accessibilité 
d’un outil ouvert à toute la communauté éducative. Des résultats 
préliminaires d’utilisation en classe (taux de participation, retours) 
sont également présentés.

Session T-15 - Talks

Pre-service Teachers Responses to Children’s  Literature on Diverse 
Family Structures using Collage-making

MARIA STERGIOU (McGill)

Pre-service teachers are frequently underprepared to address 
Canada’s increasingly diverse and changing family structures, includ-
ing the growing visibility of LGBTQIA+ families. Although children’s 
literature—particularly picture books—has been identified as a 
powerful pedagogical tool for reflecting diverse identities and lived 
experiences, such texts remain marginalized in many teacher educa-
tion programs. This marginalization is shaped by heteronormative 
assumptions, discourses of childhood innocence, and fears of backlash 
from parents, administrators, and communities. Recent restrictions on 

access to LGBTQIA+ books in Canadian school districts further under-
score the urgency of examining how future teachers engage with 
this literature.  This 15-minute presentation draws on a review of the 
literature and outlines an upcoming study that explores pre-service 
teachers’ responses to children’s literature featuring diverse family 
structures, with particular attention to LGBTQIA+ families. Guided 
by critical pedagogy, social constructivism, and queer pedagogy, the 
study examines how these texts function as windows and mirrors that 
can disrupt heteronormativity and foster inclusive dialogue. Using an 
arts-based qualitative approach, the presentation will consider how 
creative, reflective workshops will integrate collaborative discussion, 
picture book read-alouds, and collage-making with pre-service teach-
ers in a Bachelor of Education (Kindergarten/Elementary) program.

Culturally Responsive Science Teaching and Students’  
Construction of Science Identities

ANILA ASGHAR, ABDULLAH NAJJAR (McGill)

Culturally responsive teaching is effective in developing marginal-
ized students’ self-efficacy, cultural identity, and academic success. It 
creates meaningful connections between school science and students’ 
community cultures. Dominant Eurocentric approaches to teaching 
science may lead to feelings of isolation and marginalization, as well 
as a disconnection between science and minority students’ lives. This 
presentation will focus on culturally responsive pedagogies that create 
inclusive and safe science learning environments, promoting diverse 
students’ science identities, agency, cultural awareness, competence, 
and participation in science.

Queering Writing Pedagogies in the AI Era

AMANDA GREER (McGill)

Recently, I’ve had numerous worried conversations with fellow educa-
tors about AI use in humanities courses, with professors receiving all 
manner of uncanny, regurgitated assignment submissions. This rise 
in AI use undermines the value of a humanities education, and puts 
additional pressure on educators to figure out a solution. In this 
teaching culture, we must ask: How can we convey the importance 
of originality?  I propose queering writing pedagogies to curb AI use 
by motivating students to write personally and artfully. In this paper, 
I draw from queer composition studies to build a writing pedagogy 
that prioritizes collaboration and creativity over efficiency and “perfec-
tion.” Queer pedagogies think about how we might teach in ways that 
promote queer methodologies and epistemologies, such as celebrat-
ing the excesses of identity, embracing language’s slipperiness, and 
prioritizing ephemeral experience. For this reason, queer pedagogies 
are deeply entwined with pedagogies of care and compassion, which 
reinvest the bifurcated student/teacher, instructed/instructor dyad 
with the reciprocal flow of conversation. Though this paper does not 
suggest there is a “fix-all” solution to undergraduates’ generative AI 
use, queer writing pedagogies remind students of the power of origi-
nal thought, even – especially – when uncontainable and imperfect.
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Session S-05 - Symposium

Helping Instructors with Everyday Teaching Challenges

SAUL CARLINER (Concordia)

This interactive session supports pedagogical consultants in addressing 
common teaching challenges faced by new and experienced instruc-
tors. Using a scenario based approach, participants explore strategies 
for diagnosing teaching issues, guiding instructors in strengthening 
facilitation and assessment practices, and directing them to evidence 
based self service resources. The session emphasizes empathy, reflec-
tive practice, and links to broader frameworks of student, learning, and 
instructional experience design to help instructors build foundational 
teaching competencies.

Session S-01 - Symposium

Offering Enriching Integrative Projects to Graduating CEGEP 
Science Students

CHRISTOPHER GREGG (Vanier)

This winter semester Vanier College offered the Integrative Project 
Course to science students for the first time. 218 students were orga-
nized into over 60 groups to complete projects designed to give them 
an appreciation for the importance of interdisciplinary study, group 
work, and scientific rigor. Teachers and students of the course will be 
surveyed to assess how well we met the mandate of the course. This 
talk will share teacher and student experiences as we discuss ways to 
improve.

Implementation of the new Science Integrative Project (IP)  
Course at Dawson

CHRIS WHITTAKER, ANNIE-HÉLÈNE SAMSON,  
HÉLÈNE NADEAU (Dawson)

Like all cegep Science programs, Dawson is currently implementing the 
first iteration of the new Integrated Project course. This talk will share 
the Dawson experience in terms of pedagogical approaches, course 
designs, learning outcomes and the development of a Community of 
Practice in support of these new courses. It is intended as a comple-
mentary talk to similar talks proposed by other colleges and will serve 
as a conversation starter for a broader conversation across the cegep 
reseau.

Experimenting with Interdisciplinary Co-Design

PHOEBE JACKSON, BETH ACTON, TANIA PERES ( JAC)

This session describes the co‑designed, team‑taught interdisciplinary 
science project course piloted at our college. Across themed sections 
led by paired instructors from different disciplines, student teams 
designed and conducted inquiry-based projects. We will outline 
structural and pedagogical challenges—timetabling, workload, space, 
technology, and equity—and highlight solutions such as shared 
rubrics, scaffolded exercises, team‑formation tools, and coordinated 
leadership, along with lessons from student feedback.

SESSIONS

13h30–14h45

Session T-11 - Talks

Aligning Assessment with Student-Centered Pedagogical Methods

LAURA PAVELKA (McGill)

Active learning model employs groupwork, interactive lecturing, 
activities, and constructive feedback to engage students with the 
course content. This fosters student autonomy through discussion, 
problem-solving, and metacognition. Two active learning strategies 
will be discussed in combination: student-led, small group tutorials 
and two-stage exams. Our approach aims to align pedagogic and 
assessment methods by utilizing the small group, student-centered 
model throughout the term. Small group tutorials, in conjunction 
with two-stage exams, have been implemented at McGill in the large 
enrollment organic chemistry I/II courses since 2023. This presentation 
will discuss the logistics of our tutorials and exams, student feedback, 
and evolution of our methods over the last three years.

A Curriculum Integration Approach to Teaching Energy, Bonds,  
and Thermodynamics in Cell Biology

KARL LAROCHE, RHYS ADAMS (Vanier), ELIZABETH CHARLES 
(Dawson/SALTISE), MICHAEL DUGDALE, SEAN HUGHES ( JAC), 
KEVIN LENTON (Vanier), CHAO ZHANG (McGill),  
ANNIE-HÉLÈNE SAMSON, MATHILDE HITIER,  
JEAN-FRANCOIS BRIERE (Dawson)

Linked or team‑taught courses can support interdisciplinary learn-
ing, yet they remain uncommon. This study integrated chemistry 
concepts—energy, bonds, and thermodynamics—into a cell biology 
course through targeted activities and assessments. Compared with 
a controls and existing literature, students showed improved under-
standing that energy released in reactions comes from forming new 
bonds, with some achieving advanced‑level reasoning. However, 
only one‑third demonstrated this understanding. Results also indicate 
confusion around activation energy and exergonic reactions. The 
approach shows promise but requires significant instructor effort.

Conference-Based Learning in Engineering Education: A Case Study

ANAHITA FARAHDEL, CODRUTA IGNEA,  
VÉRONIQUE BRULÉ (McGill)

This project developed a conference-based learning module in a 
bioengineering class, evaluating student engagement through inter-
disciplinary exploration and collaborative problem-solving. Students 
reflected on real-world synthetic biology challenges, the effectiveness 
of peer feedback, and their engagement. The research explored 
whether student-led conferences promote student engagement and 
initiative, improve professional skills, and promote student interest for 
future professional careers. The findings will highlight the intercon-
nection between student engagement and interdisciplinary learning, 
providing insight on standardized teaching structure fostering student 
autonomy and innovation.
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Session S-06 - Symposium

The GenAI Sandbox: From Low-Stakes AI Experiments to 
Facilitating for Your Own Context 

JOEL TRUDEAU, ROBERT STEPHENS (Dawson)

Participants will use a tested sandbox framework to design a small, 
low-stakes AI experiment tailored to their own discipline. The session 
introduces context engineering as a practical approach to AI integra-
tion, going beyond prompting to show how designed interactions 
shape what AI can do in a teaching and learning context. Through 
hands-on facilitation, structured prompts, and peer feedback, each 
participant will leave with a drafted experiment to develop, and a facil-
itation guide for bringing the sandbox approach to their colleagues.

Session I-06 - Interactive Sessions

La conception éthique, le déploiement, les usages et l’adoption d’un 
tuteur intelligent en biologie au collégial

BRUNO POELLHUBER, NORMAND ROY (UdeM);  
MICHEL DESMARAIS (Poly); FLORIANE RONZON (UdeM);  
ÉDITH GRUSLIN (Ahuntsic), KATHERINE POIRIER (Terrebonne)

Cet atelier propose d’expérimenter un assistant d’IAg en biologie 
développé dans une approche éthique centrée utilisateur et testé 
dans trois établissements. Après avoir présenté le processus de dével-
oppement, nous présenterons les résultats de l’expérimentation (anal-
yse des entrevues, questionnaires et logs). Si seulement la moitié des 
personnes étudiantes invitées l’ont utilisé, les utilisateurs fréquents ont 
l’intention de l’adopter. La fonction la plus utilisée, et la plus utile, est 
la clarification de concepts. Ces rétroactions alimenteront les change-
ments à la prochaine version.

Search & Adapt: Making SALTISE ALAs work for You!

KEVIN CASEY, MARIANNE LYNCH (Vanier); BETH ACTON ( JAC)

SALTISE has documented more than 240 free active learning activi-
ties (ALAs) on our website. With so many excellent options to choose 
from, finding the right activity for a specific teaching context can be a 
challenge. In this session, we present a robust solution: a new AI tool 
that streamlines access to ALAs, supports adaptation, and even helps 
create new ones. You’ll explore the tool firsthand and share feedback. 
Please bring your own device.

Session T-02 - Talks

Co-Creating Bilingual Disciplinary Resources: A Students as 
Partners Approach at McGill University

NATALLIA LIAKINA, CHAMA LAASSASSY,  
MARÍA ORJUELA-LAVERDE (McGill)

Responding to the need for stronger bilingual disciplinary communica-
tion, the Students as Partners, Partners French Terminology Project 
at McGill University supports non-STEM departments in developing 
French technical vocabulary resources. Across 11 teams, nearly 50 
students, faculty, and PhD collaborators co-create resources through a 
participatory process that enhances engagement and offers a scalable 
curricular model.

Teaching Lab: When the Polycrisis Enters your Classroom

NAJ SUMAR, JESSICA BLEUER (Concordia)

Socio-political divides, hate speech, and other complex dynamics are 
increasingly finding their way into our classrooms. This talk will review 
a SALTISE-funded project uniting educators across Montreal to build 
practical skills around responding to these issues. The project, led by Dr. 
Jessica Bleuer, in partnership with Centre for Teaching and Learning at 
Concordia University, took the format of hands-on workshops during 
Winter 2026. We will share our successes, difficulties, and learnings to 
offer insights for educators experiencing similar challenges.

From Learners’ Needs to Curriculum Design: Developing a French for 
Academic Purposes Course

OMAR GAMBOA GONZALEZ (McGill)

In this presentation, we describe the development of a French for 
Academic Purposes (FAP) course at McGill University’s French 
Language Centre to support undergraduate students planning 
graduate studies in French-language institutions in Québec. Using the 
French for Specific Purposes framework (Mangiante & Parpette, 2004; 
Carras et al., 2007), we report the needs analysis results, based on a 
14-question survey of B1–B2 learners, highlighting academic/profes-
sional intentions, learning interests, and oral production challenges 
across disciplines. These findings informed a transversal six-module 
FAP curriculum integrating academic, professional, and general French.

Session T-09 - Talks

Teaching Start-Up: Co-creating Long-term Teaching Success for New 
Faculty Members via Paired Teaching

WARREN CODE (UBC)

In our “paired teaching” initiative, each newly-hired faculty member 
collaboratively teaches a well-structured, student-focused course with 
an experienced faculty member, supported by a third person with 
expertise in evidence-based teaching practices. Prior work found that 
the experience is valued by both instructors and measured sustained 
use of teaching methods up to a year later. New longitudinal research 
shows impact lasting to at least mid-career by comparing hiring versus 
promotion teaching philosophy statements against a rubric aligned 
with the program’s goals.

Librarian Support for Education Research and Evidence-based 
Teaching in Science

APRIL COLOSIMO (McGill) 

To steer academic library services, Faculty of Science educators 
were invited to participate in a survey and follow-up interviews on 
evidence-based instructional practices (EBIPs). The survey asked to 
self-report awareness and adoption of EBIPs, engagement with and 
in education research, and areas where they could use support. A 
bibliometric analysis was also conducted of their contributions to the 
education literature. Together with research findings, this data outlines 
educator activities and needed support of education research and 
evidence-based teaching in science.
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Transforming the Institution Through Faculty Learning Communities

JEFF GANDELL (Dawson)

Over the past three years, a team of faculty and pedagogical counsel-
lors has worked to implement a Faculty Learning Communities (FLC) 
approach to professional development at Dawson College. This talk 
will detail the process that the Dawson FLC team used to identify 
needs, assess constraints, and iterate solutions in order to design an 
FLC approach that meets the specific context of our faculty, profes-
sionals, staff, and students. It’s our hope that our model might be 
adapted to suit other institutions.

Session I-08 - Interactive Session

The Purpose of Education in the Age of AI: Rethinking Learning 
Spaces and Collaboration

LAURA SHILLINGTON ( JAC)

This interactive session aims to bring together faculty, academic advis-
ing, and pedagogical counsellors to discuss the state of the classroom 
and student literacies in the current context of GenAI.  Fundamentally, 
the session asks: what is the purpose of education in an age of hyper-
technology? As Hannah Arendt argued, an educational crisis provides 
the opportunity to reflect on “the role that education plays in every 
civilization, that is on the obligation that the existence of children 
entails for every human society.”  

Fostering Student Connection in the Age of AI

REEM RAMADAN, RENEE PELLISSIER (McGill)

Educators recognize the importance of helping students build inter-
personal and teamwork skills to support peer learning, collaboration, 
and career readiness. Yet student engagement—both in and beyond 
the classroom—remains a challenge. AI has introduced complexity to 
this, alienating students from their peers as they grow dependent on 
this tool. How can educators foster connection in their classrooms to 
engage students in interpersonal skill development? This workshop 
will explore this question, anchoring participants in key concepts: 
inclusion and psychological safety. 

SESSIONS

15h00–16h15

Session S-07 - Symposium

Teaching for Engagement and Success: Innovative Pedagogy and 
Assessment in STEM Post-Secondary Education

ROMANE MONNET, SANHEETA SHANKAR,  
MAUREEN MCKEAGUE, PALLAVI SIRJOOSINGH,  
JESSICA HUNTER, MARIANNE DUBÉ, GIULIA ALBERINI,  
ARMIN YAZDANI, VÉRONIQUE BRULÉ, KRISTY ROBINSON 
(McGill)

As instructors and institutions seek to improve student learning, well-
being, motivation, and retention in STEM post-secondary education, 
there is a need for evidence-based approaches to pedagogy and 
assessment. This symposium brings together three diverse yet comple-
mentary presentations to highlight how approaches like student-facul-
ty research partnerships, flipped classrooms, and competency-based 
education are promising to address these persistent challenges. By 
discussing both research findings and practical implications, it aims to 
foster discussion and will interest instructors teaching post-secondary 
STEM courses.

Session T-04 - Talks

From Inception to Pitch: Scaling Non-Technical AI Literacy for 
Digital Equity and Social Change

LIANNA DELLA VECCHIA, JUDITH GERLICH (Digital Moment)

This session introduces a suite of publicly accessible resources from 
Digital Moment’s Social Innovation Lab (SIL), offering a scalable model 
for integrating non-technical digital literacy into diverse curricula. 
Utilizing Design Thinking as its primary conceptual framework, the 
SIL enables students to synthesize AI literacy and data ethics into 
community-focused solutions through a 35-hour experiential curricu-
lum. Each of our 16 cohorts (294 students) was evaluated via pre- and 
post-program surveys where students self-reported growth on a 1–10 
scale across interpersonal, social innovation, and digital literacy catego-
ries. This talk will highlight key findings from the program’s lifespan and 
specifically focus on recent results that demonstrate a leveling effect in 
the digital divide and significant gains in learner confidence. Attendees 
will receive a high-level walkthrough of the five modular lesson plans 
and learn how this project-based approach provides the open-source 
tools necessary to foster equity and resiliency in their own STEM or 
humanities classrooms.
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Creating Online Modules with Student Partners: A Train the Trainer 
Program for Skills Development

LEIGH KOREY, KATHERINE CORREIA (McGill)

Desautels Faculty of Management has recognized a need to provide 
students with more resources on transferable skills. These skills are 
rarely taught in class and students can struggle to find adequate 
support. To address this gap, a cohort of student partners was hired to 
create online modules focused on key transferable skills. This session 
will cover how and why this student partner initiative was developed, 
the training these student partners received, and reflections on the 
initiative.

Empowering Digital Resilience: Community-Centered Education for 
Online Safety

AZFAR ADIB (Concordia)

As digital technologies evolve rapidly, communities often struggle 
to keep pace with emerging risks like AI-generated misinformation 
and algorithmic bias. This presentation showcases TECH-NEST, a 
Concordia University graduate-student initiative promoting digital 
literacy and online safety in Montréal. Through hands-on workshops 
and interactive simulations, TECH-NEST empowers participants of all 
ages to recognize online fraud, critically evaluate digital content, and 
make informed decisions. We share practical strategies for translating 
complex digital phenomena into accessible learning, fostering trust 
and ethical technology use.

Session T-06 - Talks

Micro:bit and Machine Learning with CreateAI

JEREMY MARTINEAU (Digital Moment)

This engaging talk will introduce educators to micro:bit CreateAI, a 
user-friendly tool designed to empower students to explore funda-
mental AI concepts through engaging movement-based activities and 
data collection. The objective is to compare computational thinking 
1.0 (coding) and 2.0 (machine learning) to understand the difference 
between them.

Balancing Technical Rigor and Andragogy: A Case Study of 
Accelerated Online Certification for the Renewable Energy Sector

IMANE ZERGOUT (Gaspésie et des îles), FIRDAUS ZAIR (Collège Universel)

This individual talk explores the role of courage and communication in 
an accelerated wind turbine technician program designed for a diverse 
cohort of adult learners-ranging from former government employees 
to high school graduates. The “courage” in this context is twofold: the 
students’ bravery in pivoting to a hazardous, high-technical career, and 
the pedagogical boldness required to adapt traditional engineering 
lectures into a flexible, online adult learning environment.  Drawing on 
recent andragogical research regarding transformational learning and 
digital community building, the course design balanced technical rigor 
with active engagement strategies, including Padlet, breakout sessions, 
and AI-generated case studies. While AI tools successfully customized 
textual scenarios, their application for technical media failed to meet 
scientific reliability standards, underscoring a critical gap in current 
ed-tech.  Key challenges observed included the rigidity of adult learn-
ing habits and the isolation inherent in high-density online technical 

instruction. To counter these barriers and improve communication 
within the learning community, the next iteration proposes imple-
menting an inverted classroom model and online fishbowl discussions. 
This session invites educators to examine how we can design rigorous 
technical environments that honor the vulnerability of adult learners 
while fostering a resilient community of practice.

For Students, by Students: Lessons from Encode Canada’s Student-led 
Initiatives for Youth AI Literacy

SOPHIE WU, JOVAN ROHAC (Encode Canada/McGill)

Encode Canada is a student-led AI advocacy group that has spent the 
past year promoting AI literacy among adolescents. Our initiatives 
include in-classroom workshops on AI and its social impacts, and a 
mentorship program matching high school and CEGEP students with 
graduate researchers on self-directed projects. In this presentation, 
we’ll share challenges we’ve identified in AI education, present our 
initiatives that have engaged with these issues, and gather educator 
feedback on how to scale and improve our programs.

Session I-05 - Interactive Sessions

Inclusion en génie : comprendre, ressentir, agir

EVE LANGELIER (U. Sherbrooke), MARLÈNE CLISSON (ÉTS), 
JOËLLE PELLETIER-NOLET, JADE BRODEUR (U. Sherbrooke)

Le projet « Un génie sans limites, un génie inclusif » promeut et soutien 
l’intégration l’éducation et la conception inclusives dans la formation en 
génie. Lors de cette session interactive, vous expérimenterez l’une des 
deux activités de sensibilisation proposées portant sur la neurodiversi-
té et sur la conception inclusive. Suivra une discussion sur les émotions 
et les réflexions qui ont émergé durant l’expérimentation ainsi que sur 
des stratégies possibles pour un impact positif sur l’apprentissage de 
l’ensemble des personnes étudiantes.

Imagining Possibilities for Collaboration, Courage and Care with 
Contemplative Pedagogy

JOSEPHINE GUAN, CRISTINA GALOFRE GOMEZ,  
ROSEMARY REILLY (Concordia)

In an increasingly fractured world, how can we cultivate deeper, more 
connected ways of learning? Contemplative practices and pedagogy 
(CP&P) offers a response by engaging the ‘whole person’ – mind, body, 
and spirit – in teaching and learning.  At Concordia, a community of 
faculty, staff and students has been exploring CP&P for several years. 
This group emerged in response to the isolation experienced with 
remote work and teaching. Now meeting monthly, it is a space for 
stillness and reflection, centering values of courage, collaboration and 
care within a large urban higher education institution.  We expanded 
this project into a workshop series exploring the intersections of CP&P 
with diverse perspectives including trauma-informed and culturally 
relevant pedagogies. Additionally, we co-created an open educational 
resource documenting practices and insights that emerged from our 
gatherings to share with – and beyond – our community.  We invite 
attendees to join us in a contemplative session reflecting on this proj-
ect and imagine possibilities for integrating courage, collaboration and 
care into their own work. Participants will reflect on why collaboration, 
courage and care are important to themselves, identify conditions and 
pathways to cultivate these values, and articulate a concrete practice or 
action to integrate after the session.
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Session S-09 - Symposium

Bridging the Disciplinary Divide: Culminating Insights from a 
Multi‑Institutional Interdisciplinary Research-Practice Partnership

KEVIN LENTON, RHYS ADAMS (Vanier), ELIZABETH CHARLES 
(Dawson/SALTISE), MICHAEL DUGDALE, SEAN HUGHES ( JAC), 
KARL LAROCHE (Vanier), ANNIE-HÉLÈNE SAMSON,  
JEAN-FRANCOIS BRIERE, MATHILDE HITIER (Dawson)

This symposium presents the culminating findings from a multi-year 
project investigating interdisciplinary teaching and learning in Quebec 
colleges. We share insights from designing course pairings in Science 
and Social Science, focusing on how students navigate cross-cutting 
concepts like energy. Presenters discuss the development of tools to 
assess epistemic beliefs for students and teachers, the challenges of 
linguistic reconciliation across disciplines, and the impact of Research-
Practice Partnerships on pedagogical development. We conclude with 
evidence-based principles for institutionalizing sustainable interdisci-
plinary pedagogy.

Session T-17 - Talks

A Design-Space Framework for Responsible Generative AI Use in 
Programming Education

ANIS BOUBAKER (ÉTS), YING FANG (Central China Normal U)

Generative AI is rapidly reshaping programming education, but 
instructors still lack practical frameworks for deciding how to integrate 
it responsibly. This proposal introduces a design-space framework 
organized around two pedagogically decisive dimensions: when AI 
enters the learning process, and how much cognitive work it is allowed 
to perform. Drawing on an ongoing synthesis of recent empirical 
studies, we outline twelve instructional configurations and discusse 
how different design space positions imply different risks, governance 
needs, and opportunities for meaningful learning.

Student Perceptions of AI Marking: Preliminary Results of a Survey 
of a Large Section Online Course

SAUL CARLINER, SAMIRA KARIM, PING NG,  
VANESSA MCCANCE, JASMINE TEED, JULIETA GALAN, 
KAMRAN SHAIKH (Concordia)

Institutions are increasingly exploring AI to mark open ended ques-
tions, yet little is known about how students perceive this shift. 
Concerns include fairness, motivation, and academic integrity, particu-
larly in large online courses where consistent marking is challenging. 
This presentation will report on a study examining student percep-
tions of AI based marking through surveys administered at two points 
in the term, highlighting perceived benefits, concerns, and students’ 
willingness to accept AI supported assessment.

Poster Presentation Sessions 
Séances de présentation 

d’affiches

12h45–13h30

AI Challenges in Project-oriented Courses

HÉLÈNE NADEAU (Dawson College), 
SYLVIA COX (Dawson College and McGill University)

Project-oriented courses typically rely on a comprehensive final report 
that accounts for a large portion of their overall term grade. Today, 
much of this work can easily be generated by AI, which poses a signifi-
cant challenge to faculty in both Science and Social Science Programs. 
In this session, we will present various approaches and strategies 
explored by our faculty to address this evolving challenge in order to 
strengthen the integrity of comprehensive assessments.

Apprentissage du français et développement de la confiance langagière 
en santé : l’apport des simulations cliniques authentiques

DOLLY ABI MANSOUR (McGill University)

La maîtrise insuffisante du français constitue un frein majeur à 
l’intégration professionnelle et à la communication clinique en contexte 
de santé au Canada. Pour les futur·es professionnel·les, l’apprentissage 
du français s’ajoute à une formation déjà exigeante, pouvant affecter 
leur motivation. S’inscrivant dans la théorie de l’autodétermination 
et les approches mettant de l’avant l’authenticité pédagogique, cette 
étude exploratoire examine les perceptions d’apprenantes en français 
sur objectif spécifique (FOS santé) à l’égard d’une simulation clinique 
authentique et son influence perçue sur leur motivation. Menée dans 
un cours universitaire de niveau B2 en milieu anglophone québécois, 
l’intervention a impliqué douze participantes prenant part à une 
reunion interdisciplinaire simulée avec une professionnelle de la santé. 
Les perceptions ont été recueillies par questionnaire. Les résultats 
indiquent une appreciation globalement positive, notamment quant 
à la pertinence des contenus, au soutien linguistique et au sentiment 
d’appartenance professionnelle. Malgré un échantillon restreint, 
l’étude souligne le potentiel des simulations authentiques pour soute-
nir la motivation et la confiance langagière en formation en santé.



SALTISE 2026	 CO-CREATING CHANGE:  
15TH ANNUAL PROGRAM 	 COLLABORATION, COURAGE, AND CARE IN EDUCATION35

Beyond Automation: Re-centering Accountability  
in Actuarial Education

VICKI ZHANG (University of Toronto)

As generative AI becomes widespread in higher education, students 
in our actuarial science program increasingly exhibit apathy toward 
learning and their future professional roles, consistent with recent 
findings (Heung & Chiu, 2025; Li et al., 2025; Bai & Wang, 2025). 
In response, we designed and piloted new assignments aimed at 
restoring professional engagement. This poster presents one such 
strategy that requires students to inhabit the role of a legally account-
able professional. The assignment centers on a realistic case study in 
an actuarial professional experience course. A hypothetical insurer 
adopts a GenAI-based underwriting and pricing system trained on 
historical claims and telematics data. The Appointed Actuary approves 
the framework, which is deployed nationally. After one year, reserve 
and capital deficiencies emerge, prompting investigations into legal 
and professional liability. Students act as actuarial expert witnesses, 
auditing technical failures, analyzing legal and ethical responsibilities, 
and reflecting on professional accountability. Activities include in-class 
debate, short written analyses, and randomized oral defenses for 
a subset of students to reduce ghostwritten submissions. Learning 
outcomes of the assignment include distinguishing model error from 
professional judgment error, applying actuarial standards to AI-assisted 
decisions, analyzing legal and ethical liability, and reinforcing human 
accountability in AI-enabled workflows.

Boosting Students’ Confidence in Undergraduate STEM Courses:  
Do Students and Researchers Focus on the Same Competence-
Supportive Teaching Behaviours?

MARIANNE DUBÉ,  SIYUAN WANG, JESSICA HUNTER,  
KRISTY ROBINSON (McGill University)

Observational methods offer valuable insights into the study of 
motivationally supportive teaching in STEM undergraduate courses. 
However, research shows that student-identified motivational supports 
do not always correspond to researchers’ observations. Accordingly, 
we analyzed STEM students’ open-ended answers about the factors 
that influence their judgments of four competence-supportive teach-
ing strategies to understand match and mismatch in student-reported 
and researcher-observed indicators of motivational support. We make 
recommendations about how instructors can promote competence-
supportive teaching in STEM.

Community Service-learning and TESL

KIRSTEN HUMMEL (Laval University)

A potentially promising means to allow opportunities for preservice 
language teachers to put their second language (L2) skills in practice 
is through community service-learning (CSL). CSL has been generally 
defined as learning which takes place outside of the institution and 
draws on student experiences and interactions with members of the 
surrounding community. This poster presents results from a current 
project (funded by the MES) with Francophone students aiming to 
become ESL teachers (n=19). The study explored the effects of short-
term CSL on a number of psychosocial variables, including linguistic 
self-confidence and teacher self-efficacy. Preservice L2 teachers 
volunteered to collaborate in the local minority English-language 
community in the Quebec City region, assisting primary school class-
rooms. Quantitative and qualitative methods were applied through 
questionnaires and interviews to measure pre and post service-
learning perceptions. Statistical analyses revealed no significant 
differences between pre and post activity measures (over 5 months) 
on the variables of interest, although a tendency was observed on a 
self-confidence measure. In-depth analyses of students’ responses 
on interview questions revealed perceived effects on both linguistic 
self-confidence and teacher self-efficacy. Results will be reviewed 
and compared with those from studies with different populations in 
diverse TESL and other teacher education programs.

CoulombCompagnon : un système de tutorat intelligent pour 
l’alignement pédagogique et la personnalisation de l’apprentissage en 
électromagnétisme

MANUEL TRUDEL-FERLAND, MINORU YOSHIDA,  
LOUCA FILIATRAULT, AZEDDINE GHODBANE,   
JEAN-MARC LINA,  AMMAR KOUKI, MANEL ABDELLATIF, 
DOMINIC DESLANDES, MARIIA ZHULDYBINA (ÉTS)

L’enseignement de l’électromagnétisme en génie pose des défis liés à 
l’abstraction et au lien théorie-application. CoulombCompagnon est 
un système de tutorat intelligent soutenant l’alignement pédagogique, 
l’apprentissage actif et la personnalisation dans ELE312 et ELE413. Il 
combine outils IA pour la planification, moteur adaptatif de playlists et 
base de connaissances collaborative alimentant un GPT contextualisé. 
Les learning analytics permettent d’itérer et d’identifier les concepts à 
risque, dans un cadre transférable d’intégration pédagogique de l’IA.

Demographic and Field-of-Study Differences in Assessment, Learning 
and Well-Being Among Undergraduate Students at McGill University                  

CAROLINA R N M SANTOS, ZACHARIAS FOTI (Department of 
Anatomy and Cell Biology, McGill University), ELIZABETH WEBB, 
VERONIQUE BRULE, ARMIN YAZDANI (Office of Science Education, 
McGill University)  

This study examines how learning strategies, assessment anxiety, 
self‑efficacy, and academic performance vary across science disci-
plines and demographic groups in undergraduate students at McGill 
University. Participants (N = 929) self-reported on their assessment 
experiences through a survey measuring state and trait anxiety, 
academic self-efficacy, and study strategies. Significant disciplinary 
and demographic differences were observed, with gender and age 
strongly linked to anxiety and study behaviors. Findings highlight 
the need for tailored academic and well-being resources to support 
student learning.
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Koan: A Socratic AI-Integrated Learning Management System 
(LMS) for Process-Centred, Equitable Education

CHIDIEBERE OKARAH, BOHAN LIU, EDUARDO OLIVEIRA, 
MANAS TIWARI, MATEO MORALES, LUKE WILLIAMS (Koan)

Generative AI has fundamentally reshaped how students learn. 
Unregulated access, academic pressure and pedagogy that incentiv-
izes final products over actual learning has left students accumulating 
cognitive debt and educators unable to verify whether submitted work 
reflects genuine understanding. Koan is an AI-integrated LMS embed-
ding Aidan, a Socratic AI teaching assistant, directly into the learning 
process. Rather than providing answers, Aidan guides students through 
reflective problem-solving, making thinking visible to educators, with 
implications for equitable, process-centred pedagogy in digital learn-
ing environments.

Mapping Pedagogy to Space: Validating Spatial Typologies for Active 
Learning Through Teacher Feedback 

CHENXUAN MENG, JAMES D. SLOTTA  
(OISE, University of Toronto)

As active learning classrooms become more popular, a key question is 
raised: to what extent do pedagogical approaches depend on spatial 
configurations? Although research acknowledges the pedagogy–
space relationship, teachers lack tools to determine whether activities 
require or merely benefit from specific spatial conditions. Building on 
our Space Coupling Levels (SCL) framework, which maps 50 active 
learning strategies across five spatial dimensions, this study surveys 
teachers to validate SCL’s criteria and identify overlooked spatial 
considerations.

STEMulating Learning: Recommendations from a Study on Relations 
between Competence Supportive Teaching and Motivation, Perceived 
Learning, and Actual Learning

ROMANE MONNET, SANHEETA SHANKAR,  KRISTY ROBINSON 
(McGill University)

STEM post-secondary education faces challenges such as low engage-
ment and motivation (Blackley & Howell, 2015), yet educational 
reforms addressing these issues have often been perceived negatively 
by students, thus diminishing attempts to innovate (Deslauriers et 
al., 2019). Instructors are now encouraged to implement motivation-
ally supportive teaching practices (e.g., competence support; Ryan & 
Deci, 2020) and there is a need to examine student perceptions and 
outcomes. This study investigated how STEM undergraduates’ percep-
tions of competence support predicted their academic self-efficacy, 
perceived learning, and actual learning. Data (i.e., self-report surveys 
and grades) were collected from 3,303 students in undergraduate 
STEM courses at McGill University. Overall, students perceived 
instructors as somewhat competence supportive. In a structural equa-
tion model controlling for baseline self-efficacy and demonstrating 
excellent fit, students who perceived their instructor as providing more 
verbal persuasion and appropriate tasks tended to exhibit higher self-
efficacy, feel like they learned more, and actually learn more. However, 
while students who felt they had enough time to understand felt like 
they learned a lot, this was not reflected in their self-efficacy nor grades. 
These results help improve understanding of how STEM undergradu-
ates respond to competence supportive teaching and gather needed 
evidence to ensure its successful implementation.

Designing UDL-Informed Simulations to Improve Conceptual 
Understanding of Plate Tectonics

NEERUSHA GOKOOL (University of Montreal), ANGELO GEOVANI 
DOS SANTOS JUNIOR, RICHARD LÉVEILLÉ ( John Abbott College), 
DEVRIN AIDEN TIONGSON (Concordia University),  
VICTOR EMMANUEL DEGUZMAN (University of Montreal)

Funded by the Entente Canada–Québec (ECQ), this project presents 
the design, implementation, and evaluation of interactive simula-
tions on plate tectonics grounded in Universal Design for Learning. 
Addressing documented challenges in spatial reasoning and mental 
model construction, the simulations integrate dynamic visualizations, 
scaffolded vocabulary, and guided inquiry. This presentation outlines 
the pedagogical foundations of the simulations and reports student 
perspectives on engagement, conceptual clarity, and understanding 
of tectonic processes, offering an inclusive and research-informed 
approach to geoscience education.

For students, by students: Lessons from Encode Canada’s student-led 
initiatives for youth AI literacy

SOPHIE WU, JOVAN ROHAC (Encode Canada/McGill)

Encode Canada is a student-led AI advocacy group that has spent the 
past year promoting AI literacy among adolescents. Our initiatives 
include in-classroom workshops on AI and its social impacts, and a 
mentorship program matching high school and CEGEP students with 
graduate researchers on self-directed projects. In this presentation, 
we’ll share challenges we’ve identified in AI education, present our 
initiatives that have engaged with these issues, and gather educator 
feedback on how to scale and improve our programs.

How AI Reshapes Knowing and Expertise in Project Management 
Education: A Work-in-Progress Study

TETIANA BRANDT (Concordia University)

The growing integration of artificial intelligence (AI) into project 
management is reshaping professional practice, decision-making, and 
how knowledge is constructed in organizations. This work-in-progress 
study builds on a thematic review of recent qualitative research 
examining epistemic shifts in AI-enabled project work. The project 
advances toward a design-based research agenda that explores how 
project management education can better align with AI-driven work-
place practices through the design of business simulations that model 
contemporary project scenarios for early-career project managers.
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Teachers’ Conceptualizations of Disability in Science Classrooms

ALEXIS GONZALEZ-DONOSO (University of British Columbia), 
FABIAN ARROYO-ROJAS (Hofstra University)

Using a story completion design, this study examined how second-
ary science teachers understand disability in everyday practice. 
Twenty‑nine Chilean in‑service science teachers completed a fictional 
stem about a non‑verbal autistic student in a general education 
classroom; three participants identified as disabled. Thematic analy-
sis revealed tensions between medicalized views, approaches that 
expect students to adjust to existing classroom norms, and relational 
approaches that emphasize changing teaching practices and the learn-
ing environment to better support the student and reduce barriers.

The Champlain Chemistry Playground: Interactive Demonstrations 
for Engaging Students in Chemistry

CHAMPLAIN CHEMISTRY CLUB (Champlain College St-Lambert)

The Champlain Chemistry Club will present a series of visually engag-
ing, safe chemistry demonstrations designed to spark curiosity and 
promote active learning beyond traditional laboratories. Developed 
through outreach events, open houses, and peer-led activities, these 
experiments emphasize accessibility, and conceptual understand-
ing for diverse audiences. During the poster session, presenters will 
perform selected demonstrations and guide visitors through hands-on 
interactions, while discussing the educational purpose, underlying 
chemical principles, and practical considerations, illustrating how these 
activities foster engagement and appreciation of chemistry.

Transit as EdTech: Informal French Language Learning in 
Urban Montreal

GIDEON SARPONG (Concordia University)

This poster examines Montreal’s public transit network as an under-
explored educational technology (edtech) ecosystem for immigrant 
French language acquisition. No prior research has positioned STM 
infrastructure as a vehicle for language learning. Through a concep-
tual literature review synthesizing scholarship across edtech, applied 
linguistics, and urban studies, this study proposes that multimodal 
French input in daily transit routines function as ongoing, background 
language exposure. It is assumed that the frequency, contextual 
repetition, and real-world relevance of this input align with established 
conditions for incidental language development. STM infrastructure 
can potentially be a distributed, non-intentional edtech environment 
with significant implications for inclusive immigrant integration policy 
and the design of low-barrier language learning supports in urban 
Quebec.
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Communities of Practice | Communautés de pratique
SALTISE Fellows Program 

The SALTISE Fellows Program adopts a faculty learning community model, supporting instructors as they collaborate to build and share knowledge. 
Fellows engage in enriching and extending SALTISE-sponsored projects, while also exploring opportunities for future collaborations aligned with 
the organization’s mission. Using principles-based methods and innovative research-informed tools like myDALITE, CourseFlow, Visual Classroom, 
and Perusall, Fellows produce course/program materials, activities, guidelines, and best practices that contribute to the SALTISE website and reflect 
their growing expertise. Our Fellows are a group of 8-12 faculty members from the Anglophone CEGEPs across Quebec. Representing diverse 
fields of study, they share a common goal: to expand our community’s pedagogical expertise in order to improve and deepen students’ learning 
experiences.

To learn more about our Fellows program and how you can participate visit the SALTISE Fellows Program webpage.

SALTISE Educational Developer’s  
Special Interest Group (Ed Dev SIG)

The SALTISE Educational Developer’s Special Interest Group (Ed 
Dev SIG) was created to provide a forum for exchange among 
professionals working in pedagogical support roles (Instructional 
Designer, Curriculum Developer, Educational Counsellor, Educational 
Technologist, etc.) at higher education institutes across Montreal.  

The group meets once each semester via Zoom. The meetings are 
an opportunity to explore emerging topics in the field, share and 
solicit peer feedback on projects members are working on, have 
candid conversations about all aspects of the work, and much more. 
This community is also an opportunity to network, build collective 
knowledge and create some inter-institutional projects. All ideas and 
suggestions are welcome! 

For more information check out our 
 webpage on the SALTISE website. 

You can also contact carol.hawthorne@concordia.ca  
or jennie.ferris@mcgill.ca

Engaged Community of Teachers (ECT)

Join our intercollegiate ECT Team, where you can find resources on all 
things teaching and learning, including assessment, class management, 
student success, and more. Attend online sessions to connect with 
teachers, ped counsellors, and other college educators from across the 
cégep network and discuss topics relevant to your teaching reality. To 
learn more go to our SALTISE webpage. 

https://www.saltise.ca/learning-community/saltise-fellows-program/
https://www.saltise.ca/learning-community/eddev-sig/
mailto:carol.hawthorne%40concordia.ca?subject=
mailto:jennie.ferris@mcgill.ca 
http://SALTISE webpage. 
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FOST - Faculty Online Support Team ( John Abbott College)

Known broadly as FOST (Faculty Online Support Team), due to 
its origin during the pandemic, our Pedagogical Development and 
Innovation team at John Abbott College is a community of practice 
linking pedagogical specialists, a research officer, the IT department, 
and a group of faculty with specialized expertise, all under the 
supervision of the Dean of Pedagogy and Innovation. With weekly 
planning meetings in which we share our successes and challenges 
and brainstorm the best way to move forward, FOST supports teachers 
by offering mentorship, workshops, techno-pedagogical training, and 
many other resources. An important feature of our community is the 
close connections that have formed between faculty and non-faculty 
members, building trust in, and increasing relevance of, the support 
systems available to teachers.  Also, by maintaining regular contact 
between members across diverse sectors of the college, we are able to 
more efficiently anticipate and address the needs of faculty and staff.

ELATE - Enhancing Learning and Teaching in Engineering 
(McGill University)

Enhancing Learning and Teaching 
in Engineering (ELATE) is an initia-
tive that aims to foster learning 
communities comprising under-

graduate and graduate students, teaching assistants, and academic and 
non-academic staff with the objective of enhancing and promoting 
excellence in the learning and teaching experience in the Faculty of 
Engineering at McGill. ELATE hosts Coffee and Chat gatherings where 
professors and instructors get together and share their experiences with 
different teaching and assessment strategies, hosts an annual teaching 
and learning conference, runs biannual TA orientations, provides peda-
gogical support for professors and instructors through workshops, 
consultations, and funding, and supports student learning initiatives. 
Topics discussed at recent ELATE events have included Generative AI 
and teaching, fostering students’ entrepreneurial mindset, assessment 
practices, accessibility and inclusion, uncertainty in teaching and learn-
ing, and enhancing student engagement. 

If you would like to know more about ELATE, please visit  
https://www.mcgill.ca/engineering/initiatives/elate or write to us at 
elate.engineering@mcgill.ca. You can also learn more about us on the 
SALTISE website ELATE @ McGill.

Dawson Active Learning Community (DALC)

At Dawson College, faculty members 
have been progressively embracing Active 
Learning as an evidence-based instructional 
strategy. To bolster this trend, the college 

has supported the establishment of Active Learning classrooms and 
the enhancement of pedagogical resources and expertise through vari-
ous faculty and researcher-led initiatives. Over the past decade, the 
Dawson Active Learning Community (DALC) has evolved, adapted, 
and expanded into a multifaceted community. It has overseen the 
development of 12 (and still growing) Active Learning classrooms, and 
contributed to half a dozen specialized learning spaces and labs. The 
community’s greatest strength lies in the selfless dedication and cama-
raderie brought by the 100 teachers who are part of the community.

-Marie-Pierre & Yann 

Saltise PAREA

The Programme d’aide à la recherche sur l’enseignement et 
l’apprentissage (PAREA) is a funding initiative offered by the Québec 
Ministry of Higher Education. It awards grants to support research 
projects aimed at enhancing college education. The program’s goal is 
to expand and strengthen research on teaching and learning within the 
college network.

PAREA is an important resource for SALTISE because sharing teaching 
practices alone is insufficient for effective teaching; these practices 
must be supported by rigorous evidence, preferably from research 
conducted in local contexts. This ensures that our practice is informed 
by research, and research remains responsive to practice. PAREA grants 
provide practitioners with release time to both advance pedagogical 
research and explore the literature. The concept of bridging research 
and practice is known in the literature as Researcher-Practitioner 
Partnerships (RPPs) (e.g., Penuel, et al., 2015). RPPs represent a 
novel approach to knowledge mobilization, promoting co-design and 
collaboration between researchers and practitioners, characterized by 
mediating tools and the development of new practices.

Since at least 2007, members of SALTISE have been particularly success-
ful in securing PAREA grants, thereby building a core of expertise in 
literature, methodologies, and data analysis within the community.

Most recent grants are:
•	 2023 to present - Co-conception et collaboration interdisci-

plinaires : Aider les éducateurs à concrétiser le plein potentiel 
du nouveau programme de sciences de la nature / Co-design 
and Interdisciplinary Collaboration: Helping Educators Realize 
the Full Potential of the New Science Program (Principle 
Investigator: Kevin Lenton, Vanier College)

•	 2020 to 2023– Étayage des connaissances en contexte 
d’apprentissage par enquête en sciences: favoriser 
l’apprentissage de la démarche scientifique/ Building 
Knowledge in the Context of Inquiry-Based Learning in 
Science: Fostering the learning of the scientific process 2017 to 
2020 – Gestion et régulation du flux d’information en appren-
tissage actif/ Managing and Regulating the Flow of Information 
in Active Learning 2014 to 2017 – investigating the pedagogical 
ecosystems created by innovative learning spaces and the 
outcomes of the student engagement.(Principle Investigators: 
Elizabeth Charles, Dawson College & Caroline Cormier, Collège 
André Laurendeau)

https://www.mcgill.ca/engineering/initiatives/elate
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S4-Biology Educators Community of Practice (BECoP) 

The Biology Educators Community of Practice (BECoP) first met in the 
fall of 2021, with the goal of promoting discussion, a sharing of ideas, 
and collaboration between post-secondary Biology teachers. Members 
present at that initial meeting were from Anglophone CÉGEPs on the 
island of Montreal, but the community has expanded since then to 
include members from other Anglophone and Francophone CÉGEPs, 
from universities, and graduate students with an interest in education. 
The community is growing, and we’re always interested in welcoming 
new members!

Meetings to date have been reasonably informal, occurring approxi-
mately once per month, online through Microsoft Teams. However, 
there are plans to occasionally organize hybrid meetings during the 
2022-2023 academic year, allowing members in the Montreal area 
to meet in-person while still accommodating members outside of this 
area. Topics of discussion have included the Science program revision 
and new Biology competencies, inquiry labs in Biology, assessment 
strategies, and presentations on innovative pedagogical approaches. 
We often don’t get through all of the planned topics for a meeting… 
there’s just so much to discuss and share!

The online CoP has recently moved to a new home within the sharing 
platform Linkr. This site is very much still under construction, but you 
can already find several shared resources, including documents relating 
to the program revision, novel pedagogical tools, and recordings of all 
the meetings-to-date. 

If you are interested in joining us, navigate to the following link and 
sign up for Linkr: https://app.linkreducation.com/gp-WCPFWHW

You should also send a message to  
Karl Laroche (larochek@vaniercollege.qc.ca) to indicate your interest.

S4-Physics Educators Community of Practice (PECoP)

The SALTISE community of physics educators  is composed mostly of 
physics educators from anglophone colleges , but is open to anyone 
who cares about physics education. The group meets virtually two or 
three times per semester and plans to resume in Fall 2026. The topics 
discussed are varied but focus on innovative pedagogical practices. 

Physics educators interested in joining the community of practice can 
contact Jean-François Brière at jfbriere@dawsconcollege.qc.ca.

S4-Chemistry Educators Community of Practice (CECoP)

The SALTISE S4-Chemistry team started out as a small group of 
educators and researchers in 2018, mainly from Quebec’s anglophone 
post-secondary institutions. Since then, the team has grown into a 
community of practice (CoP) and includes members from anglo- and 
francophone Cégeps, as well as Concordia and McGill University.  The 
community has developed activities, resources and tools to support 
active learning in various chemistry courses.  This includes General 
Chemistry and Organic Chemistry, with class sizes ranging from 12 to 
1200 students!  Members have also found support through the CoP 
when exploring different pedagogical practices (i.e. two-stage exams, 
flipped classroom approach, at-home experiments) or educational 
technologies (i.e. Visual Classrooms, Lightboards, myDALITE). 

The S4-Chemistry team aims to meet once a month, during the 
academic year to exchange ideas, share experiences, and discuss 
innovative pedagogical practices.  More recently, meetings have aIso 
included discussions around the Cégep Science program revision, 
opening up the communication channel between Cégep and univer-
sity faculty members.  Meetings are usually in a hybrid format to allow 
for in-person and online attendance.

Chemistry educators and researchers interested in joining the 
SALTISE S4-Chemistry CoP can contact Carmen Leung at  
cleung@dawsoncollege.qc.ca.

Communities of Practice | Communautés de pratique - SALTISE S4
The main objectives of SALTISE/S4 (Systems Supporting Student Success Communities of Practice) are founded on the ideals of implementing 
evidence-based pedagogy involving instructional innovations and often leveraging the use of educational technology to promote improved learning. 
Building communities of practice (CoP) through our S4 groups is one of the main initiatives SALTISE has promoted during its mandate. Instructors 
and professional development personnel from French and English-speaking educational institutions in the greater Montreal area, as well as other 
regions of Quebec, are brought together by these groups.

We invite more disciplines to create a community. If you are interested in starting an S4 group,  
please reach out to us at info@saltise.ca.

https://app.linkreducation.com/gp-WCPFWHW
mailto:larochek%40vaniercollege.qc.ca?subject=
mailto:jfbriere%40dawsconcollege.qc.ca?subject=
mailto:cleung%40dawsoncollege.qc.ca?subject=
mailto:info%40saltise.ca?subject=
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Intercollegiate Ped Days 
(IPD) is a virtual event 
that provides a platform 
for sharing resources and 
knowledge by encouraging 
pedagogical best practices, 
addressing the collective 
needs of faculty and staff, 
and advancing communities 
of practice. Each year there 
is a renewed theme aligning 

with the organizing colleges’ strategic plan goals and student success 
action plans.

IPD is the result of a collective effort of a consortium of English-
language CEGEPs to promote sharing between college educators, 
foster intercollegiate professional development, strengthen collabora-
tion amongst participating colleges, and further relationships with the 
wider CEGEP community. 

Communities of Practice | Communautés de pratique 

Intercollegiate Ped Days (IPD) 

IPD also provides a virtual space for continued resource and knowl-
edge sharing. The vision for this space is to serve as a platform for: 

•	 Building relationships: A site for teachers and staff to connect 
with their intercollegiate colleagues. 

•	 Promoting collaboration: An avenue to initiate intercollegiate 
partnerships focusing on pedagogy and student success. 

•	 Professional development: A space to facilitate the exchange of 
open and accessible educational resources. 

Considering the grassroots nature of IPD, it will continue to evolve 
based on the needs of its colleges’ community members. 
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SALTISE thanks the following for their generous financial support of the conference.

SALTISE remercie les institutions suivantes pour leur généreux soutien financier au colloque.

Words of Appreciation | Mots d’appréciation

The 15th ANNUAL SALTISE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE wishes 
to thank the Entente Canada-Québec pour l’enseignement dans 
la langue de la minorité et des langues secondes (ECQ), managed 
by Ministère de l’Éducation et de l’Enseignement supérieur, for their 
funding of the SALTISE service. This support is essential to keeping 
the SALTISE annual conference a FREE event. We appreciate the 
confidence they have shown our vision of bringing together the many 
institutions from both levels of post-secondary education in Quebec. 
Thank you!

Le COMITÉ D’ORGANISATION DU 15e COLLOQUE ANNUEL 
SALTISE tient à remercier l’Entente Canada-Québec relative à 
l’enseignement dans la langue de la minorité et à l’enseignement 
des langues secondes (ECQ), gérée par le ministère de l’Éducation 
et de l’Enseignement supérieur, pour son financement du service 
SALTISE. Ce soutien est essentiel pour que le colloque annuel SALTISE 
demeure un événement GRATUIT. Nous apprécions la confiance qu’ils 
accordent à notre vision de rassembler les nombreux établissements 
des deux niveaux d’enseignement postsecondaire au Québec. Merci !

We thank our host, École de tech-
nologie supérieure (ÉTS), for their 
warm welcome and commitment to 
ensuring the success of the SALTISE 
conference. We express our deep 

appreciation to Jean-François Boland, Executive Director of Academic 
Affairs; Patrick Terriault, Dean of Academic Affairs; Éric Francoeur and 
Anis Boubaker, Faculty Members, Department of General Education; 
Etienne Cormier Blouin and the event management team; Yves 
Mailloux, IT Technician; Vincent St-Onge and Thomas Latraverse, AV 
Technicians, who have played a key role in making this event a success.

Nous remercions chaleureusement notre hôte, l’École de technologie 
supérieure (ÉTS), pour son accueil exceptionnel et son engagement 
précieux, qui ont grandement contribué au succès du colloque SALTISE. 
Nous sommes également profondément reconnaissants envers Jean-
François Boland, directeur exécutif des affaires académiques; Patrick 
Terriault, doyen des études; Éric Francoeur et  Anis Boubaker, profes-
seurs enseignants, Département des enseignements généraux; Etienne 
Cormier Blouin et l’équipe de la régie des événements; Yves Mailloux, 
technicien en informatique; Vincent St-Onge et Thomas Latraverse, 
techniciens en audiovisuel, soutien à l’enseignement et à la recherche, 
pour leur contribution essentielle à la réussite de cet événement.
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SALTISE 2026
acknowledges the support of its network partners 
and looks forward to future collaborations. 

SALTISE 2026
reconnaît le soutien de ses partenaires de réseau et 
anticipe avec enthousiasme de futures collaborations.

Ministry of Education Networks 
Réseaux du Ministère de l’Éducation Research Networks | Réseaux de recherche

Institutional / Departmental Partners  
Partenaires institutionnels/départementaux

College-level Partners | Partenaires collégiaux

https://www.aqpc.qc.ca/en
https://cegepadistance.ca/en/
https://www.ccdmd.qc.ca/
https://www.crc-lennox.qc.ca/
https://champlainsaintlambert.ca/
https://slc.qc.ca/
https://www.concordia.ca/ctl.html
https://www.dawsoncollege.qc.ca/
https://www.cegep-heritage.qc.ca/
https://johnabbott.qc.ca/
https://recherchecollegiale.ca/index.php
https://lasallecollege.lcieducation.com/en
https://www.marianopolis.edu/
https://www.usherbrooke.ca/performa/en/
https://periscope-r.quebec/
https://reptic.ca/en/
https://cdc.qc.ca/en/home/
https://www.vaniercollege.qc.ca/
https://didactique.uqam.ca/
https://eductive.ca/
https://collecto.ca/
https://www.quebec.ca/education/accompagnement-etudiants/soutien-etablissements/entente-canada-quebec-enseignement-langue-minorite-langues-secondes
https://i-mersioncp.ca/
https://griiptic.ca/
https://www.mcgill.ca/ose/
https://cegepgim.ca/
https://cegepsi.ca/
https://www.concordia.ca/gradstudies.html
https://www.concordia.ca/
https://www.mcgill.ca/teaching-academic-programs/
https://www.etsmtl.ca/
https://www.mcgill.ca/engineering/initiatives/elate
https://opieva.ca/fr/apropos/

